
TRANSCRI PT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OP THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 602M ay 5 , 2 0 0 3

SENATOR JOHNSON: Okay. H ow much time do I have left, sir?

SENATOR RAIKES: Th r ee se c o n d s .

SENATOR J OHNSON: (L a ug h ) A l l r i g h t . I ' l l wa i t t i l l t h e ne x t
t ime. Th a n k y o u .

S ENATOR RAIKES: T ime . Than k you, Senator J ohnson. Senato r
Schimek, you' re recognized to speak. Sen at or Schimek waives.
Senator Thompson, you' re recognized to speak.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Tha nk you, M r . President, members o f the
body. We could probably move this bill if we could get to the
i ssue of human cloning. I don't think there are going to b e
lots of concerns about that. But we' re getting into an area
that, as you can tell, as we' ve just started on it , it' s
extremely technical and I don't know that any of us should be
judging the potential of research and the potential for what
this research can do w hen we' re talking about this issue,
because it has the potential to cure diseases, to help people.
One o f t h e a r t i c l e s t h a t I re a d t h a t I t h ou g h t wa s v e r y
i nteresting, and I have to hunt it up here, bu t it was O rri n
Hatch speaking on this issue and he said: I come to this issue
with a strong pro-life, pro-family record, but I also strongly
believe that a cr itical part of being pro-life is to support
measures that help the living. And that's what we' re talking
about and what the future of that will be in Nebraska. Some of
the questions that were just brought up I did a s k a nd...the
Judiciary counsel because I was having a hard time understanding
the ph r a s i n g o f t h i s bi l l , and I hadn ' t re ad t he Se n a te b i l l ,
but I was concerned that a person couldn't treat themselves
using this therapy. N ow, you know, maybe that' s...after a few
days they came back and said they thought that you could return
to the state if you got this treatment somewhere else and you
wouldn't be in jeopardy of anything with the bill. But I think
we' re getting into a real slippery slope of issues here. I got
a letter from a woman I' ve known for 30 year s and I didn ' t
real i ze t ha t on e o f he r chi l dr en ha d j u v e n i l e di abe t e s , an d t h i s
is what she said: Our son was diagnosed with juvenile diabetes
the week he turned eight. He is not 30 years o ld. He takes
four shots of insulin a day, and does four to eight blood tests
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