
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE C LERK OP T HE L EGI SLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 6 0 2M ay 5 , 2 0 0 3

And o n e of th e t h i n g s t h a t t he . . .both th e und e r l y i ng bi l l a nd
the committee amendment does is to talk about genetic material
more broadly than simply nuclear transfer. And I b eli eve tha t
what is pro posed is much more expansive than even what Senator
Schimek is speaking to, which is the therapeutic side of it. I
think t ha t a l mo st a l l t he r apy wo u l d . . .that ha s a ny g ene t i c
rela t i o n s h i p , wou l d b e p r o h i b i t e d b y t h i s . And I t h i nk t ha t we
need to fu lly understand whether or not we are going to ban in
this state a n ything that is .. t h a t i nv o l ve s ge ne t i c s , a nd
especia l l y ge n e t i c s re l a t e d t o an egg . And I t h i nk t ha t s om e o f
the l a ng u age in t he ame n d m e n t , a l t ho u g h t he ame n dment i s f a r
superior, does that. We . . .it does not refe r...it re f ers to
somatic cell nuc lear transfer. But th at is not the operative
piece a b out w ha t w e ar e ba nn i n g . I t ' s j u s t a de f i n i t i on t ha t
exists without relationship to anything else in the amendment.
And I just wanted to c lari fy with Sena tor Sm ith .hat the
transfer piece is a ce ll ular process. It is not th~ product
And i t . . .a nd t o us e t h a t t e r mi no l og y t o d i f f e r en t i a t e be t we en
the t wo k i nds of c l o n i n g th a t we ' re ta l k i n g abou t I t h i nk j us t
confuses the issue. Th ere...the other thing that. . .

SPEAKER BROMM : One m in ut e .

SENATOR BROWN: . . .may be important as we move forward i s some
understand ing o f t h e way th at st em c e l l s act . Th e r e i s an
article that I think someone passed out about how stem cells can
begin t o a c t re p r o d u c t i ve l y , ve r y s i mi l a r l y t o egg s . And so a r e
we. . .we may, even if we agree with t he pu rp oses that Sena tor
Smith has, w e may be limiting ourselves in a way that we don' t
want on on e s i d e , i n t e r m s o f be i ng a b l e to f i x a t t he gene t i c
level conditions t hat would be passed along, and not dealing
with cellular divisions...

SPEAKER BROMM: T ime .

SENATOR BROWN: . . .that may m i m ic an a c t i o n o f a n e gg .
you.

SPEAKER BROMM: Th ank you, Senator Brown. Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. S enator Smith, I'd

Thank
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