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o f 2 0 0 0 . T he y s a i d t h a t CR NT , o r s om a t i c c e l l n u c l e a r t r a n s f e r ,
or therapeutic cloning, requires a d eliberate creation and
disaggregation of a human embryo. They went on to say, it i s
true that the techniques developed in this transfer, therapeutic
c loning research, ca n pre pare t he way scientifically a nd
technically for efforts at reproductive cloning. N ow, would it
be nice to ban reproductive cloning? Ab solutely. I think that
it takes away from the r espect an d d ig nity for human life .
And...but all cloning, whether it's therapeutic or genetic, is
the duplication of a genetic code. Now , we talk abo u t the
advances made in science, whether it's DNA, whatever the case
may be, when we look at law enforcement and fingerprints and all
of these things. But the gene tic cod e bel ongs to u s as
individuals. And to atte mpt to repr oduce that, I believe,
brings problems to civilization, to a c ivilized society that
would get ahead of itself in terms of research. The University
o f Ne b r a s k a p os i t i on o n t h i s en t i r e b i l l , b o t h k i n d s o f c l o n i n g ,
is neutral. They' re very progressive on the research end of the
spectrum. And I' ll be very candid with you and say that they' re
a little more progressive than I'm com fortable w ith in some
s i t u a t i o n s . Bu t t h e f a c t o f t h e ma t t e r i s , t h e y ' r e n eu t r a l o n
this issue, and they h a ve looked at this v ery ...in a ve ry
thorough manner . I do rise to offer my supp ort for the
comnittee amendments. But again, I'm emphasizing my o pposition
to the Schimek amendment that would basically still pave the way
for therapeutic cloning. And as many researchers indicated in
the Journal of the American Medical Association, indicate th a t
therapeut c c on ng certa n y paves t e way...or, prepares the
way sc i e n t i f i cal l y a n d t ec h n i c a l l y f or e f f or t s at r epr odu c t i ve
cloning. I go bac k to the connnittee hearing, which was very
enlightening. And I appreciated, and still do appreciate, the
dialogue. But there was a testifier that basically says, you
know, government should stay out, there shouldn't be any policy
on this. And one of t h e committee members basically said,
because science as a coninunity cannot agree on an issue, does
that mean we should let science establish the policy, establish
t he framework, establish what is e thical and what is no t
ethical. A gro u p of individuals who can't even agree among
themselves would therefore try to establish the parameters or
t he bo u ndar i e s w it h i n t he i r co mmuni ty . So I bel i ev e t h a t i t i s
a very l o g ic a l , a ver y . . .
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