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SENATOR CUDABACK: Y ou m a y d o so .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you . I believe this is a serious
i ssue, no t my amendment and maybe no t e v e n t h e bi l l , i t sel f , bu t
what it is that we' re talking about, an important sector of this
s tate , t h e r ur a l a r e a . We kn o w t h a t t he p o p u l a ti o n i s bas i ca l l y
on the ea s t e r n s i d e o f t he s t at e . The wea l t h w h i c h t he s t at e
has is on the eastern side of the state. The political power is
on t h e e a st e r n s i de o f t h e s t a t e . So wha t i s t o b e co m e o f
everyth i n g and e v e r ybody t o t he w e s t ? Wel l , t hey a r e goi ng t o
be in a b a d way unless there is some people from the eastern
side o f t h e s t a te wh o a r e w i l l i ng t o t r y t o hel p t hem get some
measure of economic and even social justice. But the one who
wants t o d o t ha t t h e mo s t a n d t a l k s ab o ut t h o se t h i n g s t he mo s t
r ece i v e s t h e l ea st i n co n s i d e r a t i on a n d c o op e r a t i o n . Pe op l e
have to learn h ow to find s e nse eno ugh to accept he l p from
wherever it comes. If you' re drowning and somebody throws you a
life preserver without any trickery, but with a heavy rope
attached, and you want that rope attached because once you t a k e
hold of the life preserver you want to be drawn to safety, don' t
examine t o o c a r e f u l l y o r c l o s e l y wh a t t h e mo t i v e s o f t h a t p e r s on
may be . Y o u have no chance of surviving without help. N one of
those you thought would help you or you thought should help you
is anywhere in sight. This is the only game in town. So what
do you h a v e t o l o se ? No t h i n g . Yo u s t a n d t o ga i n y o u r l i f e , b u t
some people are so voluntarily or culpably blind and unhearing
that they w i l l shoot off the end of their nose to spite their
f ace . Rur a l pe o p l e t a l k ab o u t w a n t i n g a s s i s t a n ce . I t a l k abo u t
coopera t i o n , t h a t we sh ou l d f i n d t h o se p o i n t s o f c ommo n a l i t y .
But there is no reciprocity. There is nobody on the other side
extending a hand to say, I'm willing to work hard to s ee th at
justice is done. People want all of the work done for them. If
this bill is enacted, there is not going to be a sudden bump
upward in the economy as it relates to the ordinary pecple in
rural or farm areas. It's not going to do that. This is not a
bill that implicates ordinary people. This is a battle b e tween
the titans. On the one hand, those who have the huge operations
and on th e other those who see it as their duty, as elected
o ff i c i al s , t o t ake ca r e o f t he we l f ar e and bes t i nt er es t of
people who cannot do it on their own. The state should not
i n t r u d e i n t o t h a t s i t u a t i o n an d t i l t t he s ca l e a g a i n s t t he

5895


