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I see it, if w e clarify the process and allow individuals to
know the l i k e l i h ood or th e k n owledge ahead of t i m e o f wh ether o r
not they have a chance of actually having a permit approveJ or
not, based on the merits of the zoning ordinance that's in
place, t hat bene f i t s t he sma l l g uy . Becaus e t h e s mall g u y
doesn't have fifty grand laying around to fight a lawsuit and to
go to court over the decision that was made, because they' re
going to spend almost all the money that they have available in
the process of engineering and permits as opposed to e mploying
lawyers, which the large facilities have. So, fro m th e
standpoint o f w hat we ' re ac c ompli s h i n g he r e , I t h i nk i f we w o u l d
be honest with the realities, and that is we can pass t h is law
and it doe sn't a d dress what Sena tor Chambers is making this
claim of, that this only benefits the large facilities, because
as I look across the state I don't know if there's a county that
says you can' t h ave c l a ss I f ac i l i t i es or any su ch l a n guage. I t
says we welcome this size or whatever. But the problem is, is
that those size facilities, when they apply, regardless of
whether they' re either big or small, are denied. S o me are
approved. So let's learn from the mistakes that have been made
and l et ' s ma k e a pr oce ss th a t get s bet t er . Let ' s imp r o ve t h e
process because in the end it's going to b e in the be st
interests of all citizens. So I rise in opposition to Senator
Chambers' amendment. I rise in support of the underlying bill.
I think the Speaker and the members who have worked diligently
on this proposal have done their due diligence and have given
their best effort to accommodate concerns. And as more concerns
h ave come up. . .

SENATOR CVDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR ERDNAN: .. .more amendments have been offered. As more
amendments have been offered more concerns have come up. And
it's just been a continual process of trying to improve this to
address concerns. So I appreciate the efforts that are be ing
made. I wi ll continue to listen. I think Senator Vrtiska has
set forth a good strategy and that is, you know, we m ight not
have all the answers, but we' re willing to listen. And I think
that t h e A g C ommit t e e a n d ou r Ch a i r ma n a nd t he st a f f o f t he
c ommitte e ha v e done o ur be st i n we i gh i n g t he s i de s o f t h i s a nd
put forth a balanced approach. Thank you, Mr. President.
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