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and I'm opposed to Senator Chambers' amendment. Y ou know, wh a t
Senator Wehrbein is talking about with the gentleman from Banner
County is not something new to me, since Banner County is in my
district. And I have a chance to talk to a lot of high sch ool
s tudent s a n d o ne o f t h e q u e s t i o n s I a sk t h em i s , ho w m a n y o f y o u
are comi n g b a c k t o t h e fa r m? An d g e n e r a l l y , o u t o f a c l a s s o f
2 5 o r 3 0 k i d s , I k i d wi l l r a i s e t h e i r h a nd . No w I ca n t h i n k
back to my high school class of 33 and I think there's only 2 of
us that are back actively engaged in agriculture, and everyone
e lse i s o f f d o i ng so me t h i n g e l s e . An d I t h i n k t he r e i s
s ometh in g t o b e sa i d f o r t h e r e a l i t y t h a t we t e l l p eo p l e n o t t o
come back. We tell young people, don't go involved in farming.
We tell them all the bad things, and part of that is because our
m ental i t y i s • no ma t t er how good i t i s , i t shou l d al w ay s b e
better. This weekend we got rain. We want more. If prices are
this amount, we want more, and that's part of ou r s ociety and
that's part o f our menta lity. But I wou ld like to address
s ometh in g t h a t h a s b ee n b r ou g h t u p a b o ut t h e h e a r i n g a nd t h a t i s
somehow t ha t t h e p e op l e t h a t t e s t i f i e d i n fa v o r o f t h i b i l l
wanted a couple of things. One, they don't want zoning. That
i s t h e m o s t r i d i cu l ou s t h i ng I ' v e he a r d . Th o se i n d i v i d u a l s t ha t
t est i f i e d w er e i n f av o r of t he p r o c e ss . The y w e r e i n f avor o f
zoning. Wha t they wanted to have is a process that was fair to
them. They didn't say, grant my approval...grant my permit or
deny my permit. They just said, give me a process that we know
how to l i ve b y , per i o d. Som e o f t he i ndi v i d u a l s t h at t est i f i ed
in f av o r o f t he b i l l had op e r a t i o n s or had ap p l i cat i on s fo r hog
operations and other l ivestock facilities, as sma l l as 2 ,000
head, denied. Those are the people that also testified in favor
of the bill. Some of the people that testified in opposition
did have good points. Some of them that testified in opposition
had sent out so m e in f ormation t hat I think is abso lutely
misleading and has led t o some of the discussion about this
bill. So there's a lot of heated opinions about this, no doubt,
but w ha t I r i s e t o s ay i s , i s t h a t we c a n e i t h e r d e a l wi t h t h e
realities that we can control, or we can stick our head in the
sand. If we set out a process that's fair, then it does exactly
what the opponents of the proposal would have them do, and that
is, if you don't want the large-size facilities, zone them out.
If you do want them and you do want all livestock, whatever size
t ha t m i g h t l o o k l i k e , p u t a f a i r p r o c e s s o u t t h e r e . Be c au s e a s
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