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now, i s t o s i m p l y l et an app l i ca n t k n o w ahead o f t i me w het he r
i t ' s wor t h t he i r t i me t o . . . t i me and mon e y t o pu r s u e t he i r
special use permit and the zoning changes. And that's what I am
frustrated, because I don't see what's wrong with that, in terms
of t h o s e t ha t ar e o p po s i ng t h a t . Th a t ' s s i mp l y . . .why a r e t he y
so concerned, if this carries through, that they might get their
permits? And so I go back to the basic question. If counties
don't want operations, whatever size, to come in and e xpand,
then there's no problem; they simply don't have to accept them.
And we' re spinning our wheels talking about the future here.
Because there...if they are c oncerned about their water,
concerned about their air, those are issues that are very valid.
And i f t hey t hi nk t hat t hi s per mi t t ee i s not go i ng t o
satisfactorily face those issues, along with the Nebraska
environmental control, then they don't have to have them. And
you go on from there. The frustration among producers xs that
they apply, spend thousands of dollars, thousands and thousands
of dollars, and then are turned down in the end because of
probably less than valid reasons, in their mind. Nay b e t hey
are. But at least I think the factual findings would at least
lay that out in discussion as to what the problem is. Bu t par t
of the bigger reason that it's so frustrating is what it' s
taking to make a living in agriculture today. And I rea lly
wonder who' s g o i n g t o b e l ef t t o eve n f a rm t h e l an d . Le t ' s t ake
livestock production out of it. Nost people really ooh and aah
when you consider what I think it's going to take one person to
make a liv ing on a cres . And we all know there's a limited
amount of acres available. But it looks like, to me, it's going
to take three to five thousand acres in a dryland s i tuation...I
don't know what it's goin g to tak e i n an ir rigated
si tua t i o n . . . t o ev e n make a l i v i ng . And I ' m su r e th e r e ' s a l o t
o f pe o p l e r es en t t h a t f ac t t hat you h a v e t o b e t h a t bi g t o m a k e
it. But I can easily see right now, you cannot make an
individual reasonable living at one to two thousand acres of
land, unless everything is paid for and yo u' ve been there
awhile. But for a young person starting out, there's no way. I

Journal magazine that I take about a, apparently on p aper, a
Faar y successful operator, i think it was in Banner County, hut
one o f t he t h i ngs t hat s t r uck me i n t hat , he w a s a d amant ,
adamant that his kids not come back, not come back. He said
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