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f ac t ua l f i n d i n g s , wh i ch wi l l b e h e l p f u l , a nd t h a t i s we i gh i ng i n
on the larger socioeconomic questions of large operations versus
small operations, an d the who le eff ect o f that upon the
conInunities in rural Nebraska, whether it's good, w hether it' s
bad, et cetera. So that who l e b road question shouldn't be
brought into these zoning ordinance decisions,...

SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

SENATOR BEUTLER: . . . i n my opi n i o n, bu t t her e ar e ot her
q uest i ons t h a t a re l eg i t i m a t e f o r t he m . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Beutler. Senator Vrtiska,
on the Chambers amendment.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the body.
I also have not spent much time talking on this bill. And I say
t hat s i mpl y b e c ause as a member o f t he A g C onanit t ee , I sat i n on
the hearing, and I saw the hundreds of people who showed up, and
most, majority were opposed to the bill. They were opposed to
t he b i l l p r i nc i pa l l y bec a use t h e y di dn ' t . . .a t t hat par t i cu l ar
t ime , t he r e we r e pa r t s t h a t t he y h ad c on c e r n s wi t h . Tho s e
concerns have been addressed. And I can't understand now...I'm
a little like Senator Wehrbein. I'm trying to figure out where
I'm at on this thing, from the standpoint of, we' re not going to
go back to those days when we had just a few livestock on the
f arm a n d ma d e a l i v i ng wi t h t ho s e f e w l i ves t o c k. We ' r e a t a
point now where we have to engage in larger operations. At the
s ame t i m e. . . a n d I a g r ee wi t h Se n a t o r Beu t l e r , t h e i mp o r t a n t p a r t
of this b ill talks about the factual findings. And that tells
me that you can't tell somebody who wants to start an o p eration
in your area that you don' t...you' re not going to let them just
because you don't like them. You have to have s ome facts to
back up what you' re doing. And if these big operations are
going to destroy the climate and the atmosphere fo r peo ple to
live in, that can be addressed, and those issues will be talked
about when they apply for their permits. So I'm ha ving a
di f f i c u l t t i me under s t a n d i n g why i t ' s su c h a t er r i b l e t hi ng t o
stop some of these operations from moving ahead, trying to make
an honest l i v i n g, a n d p r o v i d e t h e k i n d o f f oo d p r o d u c t s t h a t t he
people in this country demand in this day and age. S o I'm
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