
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L E GISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 754May 5 , 20 0 3

S ENATOR PREISTER: .. .and be contaminated as a result o f those
o perat i o ns . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Preister. Senator Bromm,
f o l l owed by Senato r McDonald and o t h e r s .

SPEAKER BROMM: T hank you, Mr. President. If we we r e act ually
d oing someth ing t o er o d e l o c a l co n tr o l , t hen I wou l d s t a n d t h e r e
shoulder to shoulder with Senator Preister. We have bent over
backwards to try to make this thing the type of bill that does
not usurp local control. But you also have to recognize...and
we don't want to, but we have to recognize that you' re not going
to be able to make a living with 20 cattle, or 10 sows, or
anythin g a l ong t hat l i ne , un l e s s y o u a r e a ho bb y f a r mer . I f I
want t o h a v e a r e a l j ob a n d t h e n I wa n t t o ha v e 2 0 c ow s t hat I
take care of after work, that would work. But you can't make a
l i v i n g o n t ha t . I wou l d l ove t o have al l l ocal sma l l dr ug
s tores and grocery stores, filling stations, name it. B u t
y ou' re n o t g o i n g t o d r i v e t h e e c on o mi c s i t u a t i o n i n t h e r u r a l
areas by saying we' re not going to promote livestock because
there might be a big operation come in there somewhere. That is
not going to work. And you' re only going to hurt our tax base
a nd o ur b u dg e t mo r e so t h an i t a l r ea d y i s h u r t b y t ak i ng t h at
position. There are ways for livestock operations to e x ist in
a n e c o nomica l l y v i ab l e s i ze i n com nun i t i e s . And I can . . . I ' v e
grown up i n o n e o f t ho s e communi t i e s , and I ' m f ami l i ar wi t h
those communities. And some of the objections of some of the
organizations and some of the e-ma ils are absolutely
unbel i evabl e t o m e. And I don ' t . . . I won ' t go t her e , I gues s . I
don't want to. We have tried to be extremely...we' ve had our
door open. We have met with as many of the county people as
wanted to, and tried to tailor this bill to...so that it didn' t
give anyone the impression we were trying to take away local
control. And if a senator stands up here and says this takes
away local control, then I hope they back that up with some
detail on exactly how that works right down the line. Because
t he same zoning o r d i n a nce t h a t r eq u i r e s t h e m t o c ome i n w i t h an
a ppl i c a t i o n and get t he perm i t app r o va l a n d r e c ommendat ion o f
the zoning board and the county board is in place. And we ' re
n ot r e l ax i ng or chan g i n g an y o f t he en v i r o nmenta l r e g u l a ti o n s .
And Senator Preister, I think you' re very aware of some of the
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