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e xi s t s n o w. Th a n k y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Baker. Se nator Kremer.

SENATOR KREMER: T hank you, Senator Cudaback and members of the
body. I guess I would like to just reiterate a little bit w hat
Senator Ba ker sai d and wha t Sena tor Bromm has said also. I
think this is an important part of the bill. And I don't t h ink
anybody on the Agriculture C ommittee or anyb ody e lse had
anything to do with referencing to this committee. Some of the
ccxranents t h a t Sen a t o r Ch am b e rs ma d e t h a t I wo u l d ag r e e wi t h .
But I keep looking at this not to enhance the large operations,
but the small ones. And I' ve said for several years, since our
zoning requirements, and many of the restrictions have come into
play, that it's probably going to hurt the smaller ones, smaller
l i v e s t o c k o p e r a t o r s m o re t h a n i t i s t h e l a r g e . I t h i n k we ' v e
not seen a ny large operations go away. But I was just sitting
here, trying to think, within about a ten-mile radius of where I
l i v e , w h a t h a s h ap p e n e d . . .and I d on ' t ev e n . . .we f e ed a . . . ha v e a
smal l f e ed l o t f o r c a t t l e . An d I t h i n k j u s t a bo u t e v e r y o n e e l se
has quit in the last ten years, and many of them just because
t he r eq u i r e ment s and t he r es t r i c t i on s t h a t t he y h a v e an d t h e
cost of it, that felt like it's not worth it. And I kn o w tha t
some of t h e i n f o r ma t i o n g o i ng o u t i s sa y i n g t h i s i s j u s t t o h e l p
the la r ge oper at i ons . But I t hi nk i t ' s j us t exac t l y t he
opposite of that. Profitability I know has a big part in i t.
But I th i nk, as a small operator, that we have to compete with
the large operators. If we were guaranteed...I think I' ve seen
some of the reports out that they were losing $16 a head on
hogs. That's why many people are quitting. If you were going
to make $20 a hog...per hog that you sold, think what that would
do for the mega operations, how profitable they would be. So
t hat woul d no t r eal l y m ak e an y d i f f er e n ce . I t wou l d pr oba b ly
help them more so. I know we need to do everything that we can
t o t r y t o ma ke i t p r o f i t ab l e . I t h i nk t h e sma l l o pe r a t o r s , t ha t
we can compete, because it...'.n the wintertime we' re not as busy
in the farm, you can use the same labor with livestock. You can
save...use a lot of the same machinery. There's things that we
can do that we can be more...that we can compete with the large
operations. A s far as the cost of the l ivestock friendly
d esignat i on , t he De p a r t ment o f A g ri cu l t u r e f e l t l i ke t hey co u ld
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