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we' re doing here...well, we need to back up and go back through
the bill as it 's ame nded . On page 1, line 20, it says, 'A
county t h a t me e t s t he c r i t e r i a m ay a pp l y t o t h e d i r e c t o r , ' b e i ng
the Director of Agriculture, 'county that meets the criteria may
apply to the director to be designated a l ivestock friendly
county. A county may re move itself from the process at any
t ime. ' Th i s i s no t s ome t h i ng t ha t we ' r e f o r c i n g o n t he
count i e s , i t ' s some t h i n g t h a t t h e c ou n t i e s a r e g o i n g t o h a v e t o
i n i t i a t e o n t he i r o w n an d p u r s ue . And i f t hey dec i d e i t ' s not
what they want to do, it' s.. . they may r emove t h emsel f f r o m t h e
process at any time. I see no problems with that. And it seems
ironic that the people that are trying to do this bill in a re
not connected w i t h l i ves t o c k p r o d u c t i o n . I n par t i cul a r , f or t he
most part, the rural senators support this bill. We' re out
there in the trenches, and we understand what's happening. It' s
not the small operators that are causing us concern. Rather,
i t ' s t he la r ge ope r at or s t hat don ' t have an y re a l e f f ec t on
this. They can go ahead and hire...they have their legal staff,
and so on. I t's the small operators that are le aving these
counties, or no t com ing in at all. So I t h ink we have to be
careful that we...what we' re doing is forcing some of t he
smaller p eople out of t he issue...out of the l ivestock
production area. And as anyone who's been around livestock
knows, livestock production is very labor-intensive, versus
g rain p r o duc t i o n . I f you ha v e 2 , 0 0 0 h ea d of dai r y co~ out
there, you have 20 e mployees, while one farmer can grow the
crops necessary to feed those cows. So it's not a question of
expanding cr op p r od u c t i o n . I t ' s a ques t i on o f chan n e l i n g t h i s
production through livestock. We need the people. I believe my
county, my home county, Hitchcock County, I think, led the state
i n p o p u l a t i on de c l i ne i n t he l a st 2 0 y e a r s . We ' r e t o t h e p o i n t
of closing another school out there. So I think that we need to
look at this amendment for what it is. It's simply striking an
area of the bill that is optional anyway. And I think that it' s
s omething we want to leave in the bill. And I hav e ...think w e
a lso ha v e t o be ver y car ef u l t hat w e d o n ' t t ar g e t t he s m a l l
operators, drive them out. The larger ones have legal staffs,
legal counsel a s part of their business. And these people can
work around problems and get their permits, whereas the s mall
operator cannot do that. So I am in opposition to Senator
Chambers' amendment, and will continue to support the bill as it
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