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SENATOR BEUTLER: Well, let me refresh your memory and then I'm
sure the great point will come up. We were talking about the
sentence that has to do with changing the idea of any relevant
information being subject to a request and review in order to
make a final determination as opposed to reasonable information.
And you gave us a good description of some of the dimensions of
reasonableness as you viewed it, but here is a question I want
to get to, the thing that concerns me the most and maybe the
thing that I think is almost irreconcilable but yet may be the
crux of this matter. 1Is it reasonable to ask a producer to show
the plan for his facility construction to the board? I mean,
here's what I'm getting to, and let me just lay the whole thing
out and then you can comment. It is within the purview, the
legitimate purview, of a county board to protect the environment
in the county. That's DEQ's responsibility, but it's also a
local responsibility. And to the extent that they know the area
better and think that there might be some additional
requirements that are pertinent to that area, they do have and
rightly should have the authority to do what's necessary to
protect the ground water or to otherwise protect the
environment . With respect to hog operations and, to some
degree, with cattle operations, the large ones, the construction
of the waste lagoon, the construction of the facility, the
orientation of the facility to the land, the type of land that
it's on, the type of soil that's involved, I can quite easily
see how a conscientious county commissioner would actually want
to see the site, would actually want to know what you're going
to construct, would actually want to know the dimensions of a
lagoon, the composition of the materials used to construct the
lagoon, the number of animals 1in your operation. And I'm
thinking that maybe the legitimate information basically kind of
approaches what you need to do to get a permit from DEQ.
Because they're going to be asking the same question--is the
environment protected by what you're doing? And is it too
cynical to suppose that one of the things you're trying to
avoid, not you personally but just in this sort of thing, is to
avoid a review of environmental questions by 1local county
officials? Because I just have trouble seeing how they're going
to do that adequately in this situation unless they ask for the
complicated plans of the engineers, which are expensive, I know.
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