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SENATOR BEUTLER: W e ll, let me refresh your memory and then I'm
sure the great point will come up. W e were talking about the
s entence t hat has t o do wi t h cha n g i n g t h e i d e a o f a n y r e l e v a n t
i nformat io n b e i n g s u b j e c t t o a r equ es t a n d r e v i e w i n or der t o
make a final determination as opposed to reasonable information.
And y ou g a v e u s a g o od d e s c r i p t i o n o f som e o f t h e d i me n s i o n s o f
r easonab l e n es s a s y o u v i ew e d i t , bu t h e r e i s a q u e s t i o n I wa n t
to get t o, the thing that concerns me the most and maybe the
t h in g t h a t I t h i n k i s a l mo s t i r r e c on c i l ab l e b u t y e t may b e t h e
crux of this matter. Is it reasonable to ask a producer to show
t he p l a n f o r h i s f a c i l i t y c on st r u c t i o n t o t he bo a r d ? I mea n ,
here's what I'm getting to, and let me just lay the whole t h i n g
o ut a nd t h e n y ou c an c om ment . I t i s wi t h i n t he pu r v i e w, t h e
l eg i t i m a t e p u r v i ew , o f a co u n t y b o a r d t o p r o t e c t t h e e n v i r o n m e n t
in the county. That 's DEQ's responsibility, but i t's a lso a
l oca l r e sp o n s i b i l i t y . An d t o t h e ex t e n t t h a t t h e y k no w t h e a r e a
better and th ink that there migh t be some add itional
requirements that are pertinent to that area, they do h a ve and
r i g h t l y sh o u l d ha v e t h e a u t h o r i t y t o d o wha t ' s ne c e s s a r y t o
protect the g ro und water or to otherw ise pro tect the
environment. W ith respe ct to hog opera tions an d, to some
d egree , wi t h ca t t l e o pe r a t i o n s , t h e l a r g e o ne s , t he co n s t r u c t i o n
o f the waste lagoon, th e con struction of the faci lity, t h e
o rien t a t i o n of t he f ac i l i t y t o t he l an d, t he t yp e o f l and t ha t
i t ' s o n , t he t y p e o f so i l t hat ' s i nvo l v e d , I can qu i t e eas i l y
see how a conscientious county commissioner would actually want
to see t h e s i t e , w o u l d a c t u a l l y w a n t t o kn o w what you ' re g oi ng
t o co n s t r u c t , wou l d ac t ua l l y wa n t t o kn o w t h e d i mens i ons o f a
l agoon, t h e c o mpos i t i o n o f t he m a t e r ia l s us e d t o cons t r u c t t he
lagoon, the number of a nimals in your operation. And I'm
t h i n k i n g t h a t ma y b e t he l eg i t i ma t e i n f o r m a t i o n b a s i c a l l y k i n d o f
approaches what you need to do to get a permit from DEQ.
Because they' re going to be asking the same question­- i s t h e
environment p r o t e c t e d b y w ha t y o u ' r e do i n g? And i s i t t oo
cynical to sup pose tha t one o f the things you' re trying to
avoid, not you personally but just in this sort of thing, is to
avoid a review of e nvironmental questions by local county
officials? Because I just have trouble seeing how they' re going
t o do that adequately in this situation unless they ask for t h e
complicated plans of the engineers, which are expensive, I know.
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