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b ondin g co m m i t m e nt s a ga i n st t h a t l eg a l l y . So I ' v e ch a ng e d m y
mind based on what the committee had done, and I don't apologize
for that . It 's just, in my mind, it was new information that
said t h at we ou g h t t o k ee p o ur com m i t me n t s . I t h a s n o t h i ng t o
d o w i t h t he d o l l a r s . The do l l a r s h e r e , e i t h e r wa y we do i t , a r e
going to be cut. Just as we always have done for the last
hundred and some years, the next budget time, two years hence
f rom no w, we wi l l f a ce t h i s i s su e ag a i n o n t h e do l l a r s i d e o f
i t . So my mi n d , t h i s a r gu m en t r e a l l y i s ov e r d o y o u cu t MI RF
off or don ' t you ? And i f I may t ake i t a st ep f ur t he r t hen , do
y ou keep your commitment or don't you through 2009? And tha t
t he b o d y can dec i de t ha t , b ut I d i d f eel com pe l l e d t o exp l a i n
why I ' v e t ak e n a d i f f e r en t p o s i t i on t h an wh a t t he c om m i t t e e d i d ,
and tha t ' s b a s e d o n what I con s i d e r n e w i nf o r ma t i o n i n my mi nd
as to wh a t w as leg ally po ssible under MIRF, and that was to
bond. S o Li nc o l n d i d n o t b r e a k t h e l a w , s o t o spe a k . I t s i mp l y
d id w ha t t he l aw sa i d a t t he t i me a n d we r e a f f i r me d t h a t i n
Apri l o f 2 0 0 0 . So t h an k y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: It's now your time, Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: I am done.

SENATOR CUDABACK: The re are no further lights on. Sena tor
Beutler, you' re recognized to close on your amendment, AM1661.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Cudaback, members of the L egislature,
I think it 's been a very good debate. A nd, Senator Bourne, I
might say I appreciate your attitude towards the whole p rocess.
I really do . I thi nk the hard questions should be asked. I f
things are complicated, they should be sorted out. I hope
through his que stions and through the debate that we have that
everybody has a pretty good idea of what we' re voting on now.
But let me say again two things that we' re not voting on really.
One, ei t her w a y y o u g o , w e ' r e e l i m i n a t i n g $ 6 m i l l i on o u t of t he
b udget . We wi l l e i t h e r s ub t r a ct i t f r om MI RF , o r we wi l l
subtract zt from aid to municipalities. So this is not a budget
quest i o n f o r t he ne x t b i e n n i u m. Two , i t i s n o t ma t t e r o f g i v i n g
Lincoln any more money. On e way or another the only benefit
L incoln woul d ge t i s t he be n e f i t of be i ng a b le t o use one f und
versus another. But the dollar amounts are being adjusted so
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