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SENATOR HARTNETT: Fo r f ou r ye a r s .

SENATOR BEUTLER: ...unless we make a change in two years, all
cities would participate in NIRF again.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Ye a h , t h a nk yo u .

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Are you through, Senator Hartnett? Senato r
W ehrbei n .

SENATOR HARTNETT: Wait, Senator...yeah, Senator Wehrbein would
like the rest of my time.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Wehrbein, your light is next also,

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Okay.

SENATOR CUDABACK: .. .so you have seven minutes.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: I don 't need that much t ime. Thank you ,
Nr. President and members. I fee l compelled to say one more
thing. If there is confusion as to what the Appropriations
Cceanittee, it's been acc urately po rtrayed. As t h e
committee . . . t h e c o mni t t e e r e c ommendat ion o r i g i n a l l y w a s a 6 t o 2
vote, and some may wonder why I 've changed my mind. And the
reason I'm as, in my ow n defense, was that we understood, I
think the committee understood at the time, that there was not
supposed to be or hadn't been bonding against the NIRF money.
And I was, at that time, approved of cutting off in two years,
g iv in g so m e war n i n g an d c u t t i n g o f f , not kno w i n g t h a t t he r e w a s
at least Lincoln, and maybe other municipalities which we don' t
know yet, but we knew Lincoln. Af terwards, we found c ut Lincoln
was bonding against it. And I, at least speaking for myself,
was under the impression that that was no t sub ject.. . t ha t wa s
not the way the law was. That is an incorrect interpretation I
have found out since. And if my memory had been better, just a
year...in the year 2000, as I me ntioned here an hour ago,
there...it was affirmed in statute that cities could bond
against the NIRF money. So I' ve changed my mind. If they were
doing t ha t l eg i t i m a t e l y, I have t hou g h t t o my se l f t hen t hey
ought to be able to continue that through 2009 because they have
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