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Committee in th is m at ter, and that you defeat this amendment.
The proposal was made before the Appropriations Committee by
Senator Beu t l e r t o s i m p l y c o n ti n u e t he NI RF f unds unt i l t he
year 2009, and tha t was defeated w it hin th e Appropriations
Committee. All of this NIRF matter was brought to bear a t a
time when things wer e bett er. We were trying to assist
comnunit i e s i n t he i r i nd i v i du a l de v e l o pments . And n o w t h e t i me
has come where the state needs this money. And we had reached a
compromis e wi t h i n t he Ap p r op r i a t i o n s Com m it t e e so t h a t t h e r e
would be a t a k i n g o f so me o f t he f u n d s f r om a i d t o
municipalities and rep lacing the NIRF money. It was kind of
c onvolu ted bu t t he i de a wa s t o s i m p l y t a k e Li n c o l n , a n d , S e n a t o r
Stuthman, I was unaware of any other comnunity, certainly no
other community presented anything to us that they had bonded
any of t he i r ob l i gat i o n or MI R F monies. L i ncol n wa s t he onl y
one t h a t we k n ew o f a t t ha t t i me t h a t h ad d on e t h a t . A
representative from Omaha was there and they said they h ad no t
pledged any of that money. They may have been, as Senator Nines
is saying, they may have been relying and hoping for that money
t o come, bu t I t hi nk Li nco l n wa s t h e o n l y o n e t h a t w e w er e a ware
of that had actually issued bonds based upon that. And so it
was in deference to their concerns that we made the modification
within the Appropriations Committee to assist them so they did
not have a r e p o r t a b l e p r o b l e m t o t he i r bondi ng r epr e s e n t a t i ve .
O nce again , I say t hat M I R F was one c f t ho s e t hi n g s , a n d we h a v e
many o f t he m , t h a t w e i s s u e d a t a t i m e w hen t h i n g s we re b e t t e r .
And things aren't better now and the state ne-ds the money, and
I would urge you to support the Appropriatione Committee package
and to defeat this amendment. Thank you.

S ENATOR C U DABACK :
Hartn e t t .

SENATOR HARTNETT: Nr . President, members of the b o dy, Sen ator
Wehrbein, could I...you referred us to the golden colored book
here.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Ye s .

SENATOR HARTNETT:
commit t e e b u dg e t

T hank yo u, Sena t o r Pede r s o n . Senator

A nd it says, as I read the s tatement: The
includes a 10 p e rcent base reduction and an
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