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years. We will be having this same debate in two years. Now if
a miracle happens and everything changes and everything comes
back, t h e n t h e c i t i es w o u l d l i ne u p w i t h eve r y b ody e l s e wh o ha s
been cut out of this budget through the appropriations process
because they don't have a bill that mandates that they get their
funding. They will be back in line with everything else that' s
been c u t ou t of t he bud g e t a n d y o u c a n make a d e c i s i o n i n t wo
years when a l l t he m o ney i s ba c k t o p ut t hi s back or any t hi ng
e lse t hat m a y h av e h ad , i n t he i r v i ew, ha r m done by t h e b u dg e t .
So I v o t e d a g a i ns t t he ca l l of t he que s t i o n beca u se , f r om t he
conversat i on s I wa s get t i ng , I ' m n ot su r e t h a t w a s c l ea r . So
the choice at this point i s to reve rse t he op i n ion of the
Appropr i a t i o n s Co mmi t t e e whi ch sa i d sun s e t i t , and p u t i n and
only sunset it for two years and put it back in. And so two
y ear s f r o m n o w , MI R F a u t o m a t i c a l l y c om e s b a c k . So I su g g e s t i f
y ou wan t t o b e s ym p a t h e t i c t o L i n c o l n an d t he i r p r ob l em , y ou c an
solve that on another amendment. It 's part of A M1661 but it
also can stand alone. I 'd defeat AM1661...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR THOMPSON. . . . i f y ou a g r e e t h a t i n s t e a d o f su n s e t t i n g
t hi s i n '09, we should sunset it for two years and bring it back
for those extra years. I support the committee amendment with
the Lincoln a m endment, which can be offered separately if this
a mendment fails. And as Senator Beutler rolled this out to y o u
earlier, what we d ecided in our meeting this morning was we
would gi ve you t he oppor t un i t y t o r eve r se what t he
A ppropr i a t i o n s Co mmi t t e e i s r ec ommending and b r i n g t h i s pr o g r a m
back i n t w o y e a r s f or . . . unt i l i t sun se t s i n ' 09 . An d t h i s g e t s
b ack t o k i n d o f wh a t Se na t o r Re d f i e l d sa i d . Wh e r e d o y o u wa n t
t o pu t t h e bu r d e n? I s t he b u r d e n g o i ng t o b e o n t h e c i t i e s t o
bring t he b i l l back i n t wo year s t o g et t h i s p r og r a m f u nded
again? Or is the burden going to be on...or are we g oing to
make that commitment right now this year...

SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

SENATOR THOMPSON: .. .to continue funding it and have to try to
r epeal i t j u s t l i ke yo u ' r e d o i n g n o w?
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