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SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Beutler, for a question.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Ye s .

SENATOR BOURNE: Than k you. Now just to clarify, exactly what
your amendment does is your a mendment says that t he N IR F fund
go...if your amendment is adopted, the NIRF fund will go away
for every city except for Lincoln and, in return, until the year
2005, and then NIRF will be restored or reinstated as it e x ists
now, p r i o r t o L B 4 4 0 . I s t h a t a cc u r a t e '?

SENATOR BEUTLER: Until 2009, which was its original termination
date .

SENATOR BOURNE: O k ay. Okay, and then...and then also what will
happen is that in the mainline budget bill the committee has
recognized that they took an additional $3 million in each year.
The aid to m unicipalities took a 10 percent cut plus an
additional $3 million cut in each year, and so what you' re
amendment would d o, aga in, is eliminate the NIRF fund, except
for the aid to Lincoln, until 2005. Then eve rything would
r e i n s t a t e u n t i l 2 0 0 9 . Th e co m m i t t e e m ai n l i n e b u d g e t b i l l wo u l d
restore the $3 million to aid to municipalities except for the
money that Lincoln receives under NIRF so that Lincoln can
satisfy the obligations that they made on those bonds.

SENATOR BEUTI ER: Se n a t o r , t ha t ' s p r e c i s e l y i t . You g o t i t .

SENATOR BOURNE: Okay . I must be rat her slo w th i s mor ning
( laugh) and I apo l o g iz e , b u t w h a t yo u ' r e d o i n g makes s ense t o m e
now. And , a gain, I'm sorry that it took this long to figure
this out, but it makes sense. And w hat we' re doing is we ' re
maintaining Lincoln's obligations. W e ' re helping the city of
Lincoln to a certain extent, but not at the detriment of any
other city. So I believe what I'm going to do at this point is
support Senator Beutler's amendment and I' ll also support the
reinstatement o f the add itional $3 million in the mainline
budget bill for aid to municipalities and go from the re. So ,
Senator Beutler, I appreciate your patience in making this clear
to me, and I intend to support your amendment. Thank you.
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