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SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Stuhr. Senator W e hrbein,
followed by Senator Bourne, on the Beutler amendment.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Thank you , Mr . President, members of the
b ody. I ' m j us t go i n g t o be ve r y b r i ef and s a y I r i se t o sup p o r t
again Senator Beutler's amendment. I ' ve heard th e dis cussion
a nd I ' m co mi ng do wn on t h e f a c t t h a t we h a v e a co m m i t m e n t
through 1-2009. It was legitimate to b ond aga inst i t, eve n
t hough t he o r i g i na l i n t e n t I t h i n k wi t h MI RF w a s n o t , a l t ho ug h
there were some that did, but we did reiterate that in the year
2000 he r e o n t h i s f l oo r t h a t t h ey c ou l d d o t h a t . An d e v en
though there's ways around it, I un derstand it, I' ve never
r eal l y b e l i e v e d i n t i nker i n g w i t h t he b o n d marke t r at e s a n d t h a t
i s where we ' re a t wi t h L i nc o l n . An d i f we r eal l y do w a n t t o cu t
state aid to c ities, in two years, at that point, rather than
t ake a way M I RF , w e c an d o i t wi t h t h e a i d t o c i t i e s i s su e , wh i ch
is once again aid to m unicipalities on page 38. So it
may.. . i t ' s no t a bi g i s sue w i t h me. I know i t ' s a b i g i ssue
with some out there and, therefore, I am g oing to st ay with
Senator Beutler's amendment. And I begin. . . I s t r o n g l y u r g e y o u
to d o t h a t y ou r se l f . Le t ' s ke e p ou r co mm i t m e n t s . I f y o u wa n t
t o adj u s t st a t e a i d t o m u n i c i p a li t i es , w e c a n d o i t ano t h e r w a y
in the ye a r . . . i n two ye a r s o u t an d keep our comm i t m ents . I
guess that's the issue with me in the long run, that we ought to
k eep o ur con ani tment s t o t he ex t e n t w e c a n. We h a v e d one t h a t
LB 775 and some others and, if I may philosophize just a little
bit, that i s really the issue in many things we do as we start
new programs. I f you don't want to stay with it, then we
shouldn't start the programs in the fi rst place, whether
starting new things that have come through our committee and
others. Let 's don't make new commitments if we aren't able to
follow through. But this was one that was made years and years
ago . I t ' s d u e t o s un se t 2 0 0 9 . I f y o u wa n t t o ma ke o t h e r cu t s
we can do it another way, but let's don't interfere with the
bond market in the process. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Wehrbein. Senator Bourne,
and th i s w i l l be you r t h i r d t i me , Se n a t o r .

SENATOR BOURNE : Thank you, Mr. President, members. Senat or
Beutler, would you yield to one last question?
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