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were discussing this same funding from the c igarette tax and
all , and at t hat t i me n o ne o f i t was p u t on t he t ab l e . I t hi nk
Senator Quandahl had a bill in there to put it all back into
General Fu nd an d that didn 't ge t any p lace. And toda y,
why...well, yesterday we cut the funding to some of the county
roads, which affects the rural areas considerably. Those are
f arm-to-market roads. If you don't have roads from the farm t o
the market yo u won 't have a town, but that's neither here nor
there today. Now today we' re working on cu tting some aid to
t hese s m a l l er mun i c i pa l i t i e s . Thi s i s pr oba b l y t he o n ly ai d
t hat t h e s e muni c i p a l i t i es g e t f r om any o f t he c i gar et t e t ax
fund. The y don't have another income stream. The sales tax in
some of t h o s e sma l l e r t own s i sn ' t ex a c t l y t he l ar ge st par t of
their revenue. Most of it they rely on property tax for upkeep
and operating their town. When you talk about lower...I think
Senator Red f i e l d m e n t i o ned p u t t i n g a l ow e r r a t e of sal es t ax on
and broadening the base of the t owns that have a la rger
windfall, and that's true for the larger cities that have a
thriving retail business going on. Bu t s ome o f t h e s maller
towns that have a few stores and that sort of thing, the extra
revenue wouldn't amount to very much. As far as their...a
lodging tax or anything, that has to be with some of your very
larger cities for an income stream. S o really on this whole
thing of LB 440, I don't mind...if we have to cut it out then I
would like to see the L incoln and Omaha areas and the
metropolitan cities take their cuts too. There they get a
mil l i o n b u ck s ou t o f t he c i gar et t e t ax f und , Oma h a ge t s a
million and a half. Then I think we should go back and put the
whole sixty-some million cigarette tax money back in the general
revenue and start over again. T here's other things that come
out of the c igarette tax money, the Game and P arks and
everyplace else, and some of the scholarships fund that would be
in jeopardy of course. But I really don't see where working on
this LB 440 is...that we have before us at the present time will
do anything but be a bigger detriment to our rural, small rural
towns out in there, most of them using it t o ei ther improve
their airports, improve some of their water systems and that
sort of t h i ng . Th i s i s some t h i n g t ha t mo s t al l o f t hem ar e
looking at with the arsenic problem rising up in the future.
Our Attorney General hasn't been able to defend that completely
yet, so we may be lo oking at having to overhaul some of the
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