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s ta r t e d o ut t h a t wa y . I t h i n k i n ou r g oo d i n t e n t i o n s i n t r y i n g
to help with the property tax burdens, we have often moved away
from that basic principle of local control, local decisions,
local taxes. Now what streams do cities have available to them?
Well , we ' v e t a l k ed ab o u t t he f a ct t h a t t h ey d o n o t h av e a n
income t a x s t r e a m , t h e r e f o r e , t h e y h a v e n o t su f f e r ed f r o m t h e
volatility that we are currently suffering from at the federal
and state levels because of our income tax r eceipt decline.
They do have a pr operty tax stream and that has stayed very
const a n t . I n f ac t , i t ha s g r own wi t h v a l u a t i o n s . Th ey h av e a
local option sales tax option if they choose to avail themselves
of that, and I have b een one who has b een supportive of
broadening the sales tax base so that in fact the rates could be
h eld a t a r ea s on a b l e l ev e l , b u t t h a t wou l d a l so a l l ow t he l o c a l
municipalities with a local option sales tax to amass the funds
t hat t h a t w o u l d r ai s e a t t he l oc a l l eve l . I f , i n f ac t , t he bod y
cont i nues t o s u p p or t L B 7 5 9 o r a n e v e n f ur t h e r b r o a den ing o f t he
sales tax for cities, the cities would in fact h ave an income
stream th at exp ands. So we h ave to look at the whole picture
here of wh a t we ' r e d o i ng wi t h o t h e r b i l l s a n d wha t ou r me a su r e
of support is for those other kinds of income streams. Th ere' s
o ne other income stream that local cities have, and t h at's th e
occupation tax, and that in fact is not a restricted tax. It is
n ot u n de r t h e bu dg e t l i mi t a t i o n s t ha t t h e st a t e h a s p u t i n
place, an d i t i s ava i l ab l e f o r t he c i t i es . And so agai n t he r e
is an income stream w here they can avail themselves of it. I
think Senator Thompson has made a good case for this. Three
mil l i o n dol l ar s may seem l i ke a l ot o f mo n ey , b u t w h en s p r e a d
out across all of the municipalities in this city or this state
it re a l l y is no t a g r e a t d ea l o f mo n e y . Bu t we c a n l o ok a t o u r
other responsibilities here at the state. We can look a t what
we' re doing with cigarette taxes and we can ask ourselves if
we' ve listened to our citizens who have complained t hrough t he
years about the use of cigarette taxes for buildings, buildings
that they' re not allowed to smoke in, by the way. So I'm g oing
to stand w ith Sen ator Thompson and thank her for bringing the
bill. I don't think it's ever easy to suggest eliminating a
p rogr am . An d I d o n ' t t h i nk i t ' s i r r e s po n s i b i l i t y whe n , i n f ac t ,
w e h a ve ma d e p r ov i s i o n f o r l o c a l e n t i t i e s t o ma ke t he m s e l v e s
whole i n o t h e r wa y s . I ' d mu ch r a t h e r ha v e o u r l o ca l e n t i t i e s
with local co ntrol and not down here every year worrying about
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