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frank with you, I believe that all cities of the first class,
p rimary . . . c i t i es of t he p r i ma ry c l a s s a n d me t r o p o l i t a n c l as s ,
t hat ' s 3 3 c i t i es i n ou r s t at e , ar e go i n g t o be f i ne wi t h some
given concessions. The re st of our 499 cities of the second
c lass and v i l l ag e s , t ho s e a r e c i t i es und er t he popu l at i on o f
5,000 people, they have no way to recapture any of these lost
M IRF funds. We' ve talked about...unless...many of them ar e up
agains t t he cap r i ght no w. I be l i eve t hat i f we ' r e g o i n g t o
reduce fu nd i n g f r om t he s t a t e a i d f o r mu l a , we a l so n e ed t o a l l o w
them the mechanism to recapture these lost funds by raising the
l i d . An d I do n ' t p r o po s e d o i ng t h a t t o d a y , b u t I t h i nk i n du e
fairness that would make some sense. I think we a lso ha v e to
pay attention to the 2.5 percent cap on spending, and again
that's not part of this discussion but it's also critical to
many of the cities. There's also been discussion the sales tax
is also a revenue stream to municipalities. I would agree. And
there's also the discussion that if we broaden the sales tax in
Nebraska that municipalities are going to find a windfall and I
don' t k n ow t h e n umbers y e t ; I wi l l wha t t ho s e a r e g o i n g t o be .
However, those 499 cities under the population of 5,000, few of
them have a local property tax...or, excuse me, few of them have
a local sales tax, so they' re unable to participate in a ny
windfal l t hat m ig h t h a p pen . I be l i eve t h a t be f o re I ent er e d t he
discussions that there was a gr eat deal o f d ebate, and I
understand that this debate has gone on for several y ears . I
was thankful to be involved in the discussions this morning and
I do support Senator Beutler's amendment, AN1661, and would urge
y our s u p p o r t a s we l l . Wi t h t h a t , I r e t u r n t h e r e s t o f my t i me
t o t h e C h a ir .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha nk you, Senator Nines. We' re discussing
AM1661 to the comnittee amendments. Sena tor Beutler, f ollowed
by Senator Engel and eight others.

SENATOR BEUTLER: S enator Cudaback, members of the Legislature,
I want to give you some information on Lincoln u s ing t he N IRF
fund for bon ding. But in doing so, I don't want to make that
the main issue of this amendment, because it's not. What I want
t o do is to make you feel comfortable, because you s h ould fe e l
comfortable, that un der this amendment Lincoln is not gc~ng to
b e treated differently than any other city. A nd ther e's b een
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