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readily as you can in your other committees, but that's the way
it's set up. So once we have a...our committee is obligated to
fund whatever laws that this state passes. So here we are at
t hi s p o i n t a n d I ' m g o i n g t o su p p or t S e n a to r B e u t le r ' s co mmi t t e e ,
because I think we h ave...or amendment, because we have this
comnitment. And if they' ve gone ahead and done this through
2 009, t h e n I t h i nk we h av e an ob l i ga t i on t o k e ep i t t h e r e . Now
it solves a problem here for two more years in terms of doing
what we need to get...takes the cut. It does mean that there' s
another day in another budget year or another budget...biennium
budget in two years out that this same argument can be
discussed. A t that po i nt, we w ill decide do we rest o re
$3 million in aid through aid to cities, or do we continue it
t hrough NIRF? We are going to have that opportunity to d o .
Obviously, th ere's many who would want to keep that commitment
i n NIRF because they bonded against it. Others want to mayb e
have i t i n a i d t o mun i c i pal i t i es beca u s e t her e ' s a l i t t l e
b roader a b i l i t y t o u s e t h a t mo n e y i n st r a i g h t a i d t o c i t i e s .
And going ba ck, you wonder why we have aid to counties, aid to
cities and NRDs, that goes back 30 years w hen w e got rid of
personal property tax , a n d that was the approximate amount of
money that was committed to those, and those are both on, by the
way, on page 38 and 39. That 's how we got t h ere . That w as
replacing personal p r operty ta x lo st. Now you can see what
we' ve done to it if you read through that. We' ve cut those a nd
cut those. But the or iginal idea was to replace personal
property tax th a t was lost unde r th a t agr eemeat in the
seventies. So back to th is . I'm go ing to s upport this
amendment and I think you should consider it too if you. . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

S ENATOR WEHRBEIN : . . .bel i e v e i n k e ep i n g t h o se c o m mi t me n t s . And
we can a d j u s t t h r ou g h a i d t o c i t i e s i n t h e f u t u r e , i f t h a t ' s
what it tak es. If we nee d to cut...want to cut in two more
years , i f we ha v e t h i s same d i l eam a , i f y o u wa n t t o cu t a i d t o
c i t i e s f o r an y r ea s on wh a t e v e r , y ou c a n t a k e i t o u t o f a i d t o
c i t i e s b u t we ' l l ke e p ou r c om m i t m e nt s i n t h e NI RF An d i t sh ows
t o me wha t h ap p e n s . We ma d e t h a t c om m i t m en t b a ck i n ' 92 , ' 93 ,
'94, I don't remember when we did it, but once we' ve done it you
h ave t h a t com m i t m en t t o k ee p i t , a n d I ' m r e l u c t a n t t o b r e a k t h a t

5745


