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SENATOR BOURNE : Thank you, Mr. President, members. Sena tor
Beutler, I'm not embarrassed to say that you have c onfused me ,
so let's explore this a bit. As I understand it, Senator
Thompson introduced a bill, LB 440, that, w h ile cit ies di dn' t
r eal l y l i ke , t hey begr u d g i n g l y supp o r t e d i t . And t hen i n
c ommit t e e i t be c a m e c l e ar t h a t L i n c o l n ha d b o nd e d b as e d o n t h i s
income stream and that's something that, while I partially agree
with, I th in k we need to explore a little bit because there' s
other streams that I'm sure other cities have bonded other t han
the MIRF mo ney. So I unders tand t o a certain extent your
argument , b ut I ' m no t su r e i t ' s e n t i r e l y . . . a n d I d o n ' t wa n t t o
say inaccurate, bu t I think there's oth er obligations that
cities might make, and we can explore that. But again, S e nator
Thompson i n t r o d u c e d t h i s b i l l t h a t ha d b e g r u dg i n g c i t y su p p o r t .
Then Lincoln came about in the Appropriations Committee and said
that this will hurt u s bec ause w e' ve obligated t his income
s t r ea m f r o m MI RF t o sa t i s f y so m e b o n d s . So t he n , i n o r de r t o
still make t he cu t, wh a t we did was we cut aid to
municipalities, which no city supported, in order to protect the
i ncome ob l i g a t i o n f o r t h e c i t y o f L i n c o l n . An d I ' m t r y i n g
to . .

.I'm trying to figure this out. I mean when I fir s t rea d
the am e n dmen t I t h ou g h t th e r e ' s n o wa y I ' m go i n g t o su p p o r t
this, but as you explained this, it's s o b iz arre, t hat may be
t her e ' s so me l e g i t i ma c y t o i t . An d I ' m n o t t r y i ng t o b e f u n ny .
( Laught e r ) I ' m n o t t r y i ng t o b e f u n ny , b u t i t . . . i f w e ' r e g o i n g
to c u t , l e t ' s c u t . I f we ' re go i ng t o e l i mi na t e t h e MI RF f u nd ,
then let's eliminate it. But let 's not e li m inate it fo r
everybod y e x ce p t f o r t h e c i t y o f t h e p r i ma r y c l a s s , i s wh a t I ' m
sugges t i n g . An d I ' m no t t r y i n g t o b e f u nn y wh e n I sa y t h a t i t ' s
bizarre. I'm trying to understand this. And, Senator B eutler,
if you'd like a little bit of my time to maybe further flesh
t hi s ou t . An d a g a i n , wh a t I ' m t r y i ng t o sa y i s t h a t t h e c i t y o f
O maha, s p e a k i n g f o r my se l f , t h e y d o t h i ng s l i ke c i t y o r swi mm i n g
p ool r e n o v a t i on s , t h ey p u t . . .renovated the Civic Aud itorium
based on the M IR F money, and what I'm trying to say is, while
they might have paid for those renovations and improvements with
the MIRF money, I'm sure they obligated some other income stream
t o s a t i s f y b on d s . An d s o I gu e s s wh at I ' m t r y i ng t o u n d e r s t an d
is why is it, if Omaha has done this, and I'm sure other cities
have done it as well, obligated other income streams for b onds,
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