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can d o i t t wo y e a r s f r om no w . I f y o u ch o o s e t o wa i t , we wi l l
h ave t o . . . i f y o u . . . we l l , l e t me s t op a g a i n . I d o n ' t wa n t t o g e t
this too confusing. You do have another choice and that is to
d efea t t h e who l e b i l l a n d t h en MI R F s t a y s . Bu t i f yo u do t h a t ,
a nd t h a t ' s w hy I p u t i t o n r ed p a p e r t h i s t i me , i t ' s p a r t o f t h e
status. So we ' ll e i ther h ave to find $6 millinn worth of
r evenue or f i nd $ 6 m i l l i on w o r t h o f ot h e r cu t s t o make . And
these are painful cuts. Th ey' re painful cuts to the cities.
They impact any legislator who has a city in their district,
which I t h i n k i s a l l o f u s . So me o f u s ma y h av e m o r e c i t y
dwellers than others do, but this was a program put in place
many years ago using a cigarette tax earmark and...that flows
through the General Fund, and we' re at a point where we c an' t
afford to help everybody else when we' re cutting our own
programs. So philosophically, you have three choices. You can
put it all back, but you' re going to have to come up with
$6 mi l l i o n s o mewhere e l s e i n t he b u d g et. You c a n s u n se t i t i n
two years, or you can sunset it, period, which is...would be
what I would recoaanend. Let's just do it and get it over with,
because you' ll have the same bill back in two years. It' s
scheduled to sunset in 2009. So with that, I will say what the
bill originally did was sunset it, period. We made some changes
t o t r y t o acc ommodate t h e c i t y o f Li ncol n . Thi s i s goi ng t o be
a l i t t l e b i t com p l i c a t e d t o f ol l ow , b u t t he f i r s t cha n g e we made
was done by the Appropriations Comnittee to solve a problem for
them. And with that, I will close because that will be Senator
Wehrbein's presentation on the comnittee amendments. Thank you.

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Th a nk y ou . Th an k y o u , Se n a t o r Th o mp s o n .
You' ve heard the opening on LB 440. A s stated by the Clerk,
there are committee amendments, offered by the Appropriations
Committee. Senato r Weh rbein, a s Chairman of that committee,
y ou' re r e c o g n i z e d t o o p e n o n A M 1 4 1 4 .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Tha n k y o u , Mr . President, m embers. The
committee d ecided at this po int, where these committee
amendments are, is t hat we redu ced the $ 3 mi l l i o n i n MI RF
a nd. . .o r . . . n ow I g o t t o t h i nk a g a i n . We r e du c e d t h e s t a t e a i d
to cities and kept the MIRF as it was, which is so we...instead
of taking the MIRF cut, we' ll have $3 million. We left it as it
was because of a late evening discussion about the need that, in
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