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going to tell you what the bill does, but the committee
amendment and what...and then probably back off so the committee
amendment can be presented, and then there will be other
amendments offered, and essentially what it's going to come down
to is this. MIRF was set to sunset in 2009. This would sunset
it this year. That was the original bill. City of Lincoln had
bonded with MIRF as one of the backup pieces to that bonding
would have possibly harmed their ability to work with the bonds,
and I'll let Senator Beutler talk a little bit about that and
the way they had guaranteed the bonds. So this was one of those
things that came back to the Appropriations Committee late one
evening, along with a lot of other technical amendments, and we
were asked, because of the Lincoln situation, to make a
trade-off and we did, and that was to take $3 million from the
regular aid fund and keep MIRF for two years more, so it was a
wash. Now that's caused some more problems, so there will be
some amendments to follow on that. So what you're going to vote
on, have the first opportunity to vote on, probably will be the
amendments to the committee amendment. But philosophically,
you've got a few choices here today. First choice is to sunset
MIRF and that means 1it's gone and the five years are gone
instead of two. The League of Municipalities and others on the
floor I'm sure would like us to sunset MIRF for two years and
then put it back in for the next three. There will be technical
amendments to deal with the Lincoln situation so that the
cities, who right now, as it stands, have a $3 million cut into
the general aid program, will be able to keep the general aid
program which has got more flexibility to it and...than the MIRF
program does, and so that's an accommodation to them. So some
of what you're going to be asked to do is technical. Nobody is
going to have any problems with it. Here's my position. If you
look at your status sheet for the out years, one of the things
we have to do this session, and it's very painful to do, 1is to
make the vertical cuts, and the vertical cuts are what the
Appropriations Committee originally voted to do, to say let's
sunset it. We could sunset it for two years, but I guarantee
yYou in two years we'll be back with the same bill, same issues,
same time on the floor, same committee issues to sunset it that
Year. Because we're going to be hunting revenue two years from
now 3just the way we're hunting it now. And this is a program
that's scheduled to sunset anyway, so you can do it now or you
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