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g oing t o t e l l you what t he b i l l doe s , but t he com mi t te e
amendment and what...and then probably back off so the committee
amendment can be pres ented, an d theri there will b e ot her
amendments o f f e r e d , a n d e s s e n t i a l l y w h a t i t ' s goi ng t o co me down
to is this. N IRF was set to sunset in 2009. This would s u nset
it this year. That was the original bill. City of Lincoln had
bonded with NIRF as one of the backup p i eces to tha t bond ing
would have possibly harmed their ability to work with the bonds,
and I' ll let Se nator Beutler talk a little bit about that and
the way they had guaranteed the bonds. So this was one of those
things that came back to the Appropriations Committee late one
e veni ng , a l o ng wi t h a l o t o f o t h e r t e c hn i c a l am e n dments , a n d we
were asked, because of the Li ncoln situation, to m ake a
trade-off and we d id, and that was to take $3 million from the
regular aid fund and keep MIRF for two years more, so it wa s a
wash . Now t h a t ' s ca u se d s o m e mor e p r o b l em s , so t he r e wi l l b e
some amendments to follow on that. So what you' re going to vote
on, have the first opportunity to vote on, probably will be the
amendments to the comm ittee amendment. But philosophically,
you' ve got a few choices here today. First choice is to sunset
NIRF and tha t means it 's gon e and the five years are gone
i nstead o f t w o. The Le a gue o f M u n i c i p a li t i es a n d o t h e r s o n t he
floor I'm su r e would like us to sunset MIRF for two years and
t hen pu t i t back i n f or t he ne x t t hr e e. Ther e w i l l be t ech n i c a l
amendments t o d e a l wi t h t he Li ncol n s i t uat i on so t hat t he
c i t i e s , who r i ght no w , a s i t st and s , h a v e a $ 3 m i l l i on c ut i n t o
t he genera l a i d p r o g r am, w i l l be ab l e t o ke e p t he gener a l ai d
p rogram wh i c h h as g ot mo r e f l e x i b i l i t y t o i t an d . . . t ha n t h e N I RF
program does, and so that's an accommodation to them. So some
of what you' re going to be asked to do is technical. Nobody is
going t o h a v e an y p r o b l ems w i t h i t . Her e ' s m y p o s it i o n . I f you
look at your status sheet for the out years, one of the things
we have t o d o t hi s ses s i o n , a n d i t ' s ver y pa i nf u l t o do , i s t o
make the ver tical c u ts, a nd the vert ical cuts are what the
Appropr i a t i o n s Commit te e o r i g i na l l y vot e d t o d o, t o say l et ' s
sunset it. We could sunset it for two years, but I guarantee
you in two years we' ll be back with the same bill, same issues,
same time on the floor, same committee issues to sunset it that
year. Because we' re going to be hunting revenue two years from
n ow j u st t he way w e ' r e h u n t i n g i t no w. And t h i s i s a pr og r a m
that's scheduled to sunset anyway, so you can d o i t now or you
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