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SENATOR CUDABACK: Senato r Hudkins, r e turn f or a spe ci fic
amendment, you' re recognized to open.

SENATOR HUDKINS: Thank you , Mr. President. The amendment,
FA1303, i s a c t u a l l y t he b i l l n umb e r L B 74 . Th i s h a s t o d o wi t h
boating noise. The b ill was advanced by the Natural Resources
Committee 7 to 0, with 1 person not voting. The reas o n that
this bill cam e about w as tha t the current levels concerning
motorboa t n o i se j u s t sa y t h a t t h e e x h au s t o f a n i n t e r n a l
combust i o n en g i ne u se d on a ny mo t o r b o a t sh a l l be e f f e c t i v e l y
muff l e d b y eq u i pm en t so c o n s t r u c t e d a nd u s e d a s t o mu f f l e t he
noise of the exhaust in a reasonable manner. Well, the problem
w as no one k new what ' ef f ec t i ve l y m u f fl e d ' m e a nt. They di dn ' t
know w h at a ' reasonable manner ' w as. So as you c a n s e e , t he
language was very broad and very vague. B ecause of complaints
f rom i ndi v i d u a ls l i v i ng al ong bod i es o f wat e r , t he M is s o u r i
River, the Platte River and various lakes, there was concern
t ha t some o f t he . . . an d t h e a i r b o a t s we r e t h e on e s t h a t s t a r t e d
it...that these boats were so noisy that there s hould be som e
effective specific number that could be used to say these boats
are too loud. W e wo rked with both the opponents and the
proponents. And at the hearing, the Nebraska Sierra Club spoke
in favor. The airboat association did as well, and also Herb
Angell from the Game and Parks Commission, and also a resident
from one of the lake areas. T here was no opposition to the
bill. And there was neutral testimony from the Nebraska Council
of Sportsmen's Clubs. What we have done is put the bill into an
amendment f o rm now t o LB 305, g i v i ng spec i f i c l eve l s of
l oudness, which would be at a 96 decibel level. Before, we h a d
no specific number. It was just whatever was reasonable. Well,
now what is loud? How loud is loud? W e ll, at 20 decibels, that
is considered very faint, and that would be watch ticking, or if
y ou we r e wh i sp e r i n g t o so me o ne e l se . Th i r t y t o f o r t y i s
cons i d e r e d f a i n t , a n d t ha t ' s qu i e t c on v e r sa t i o n o r a p r i v a t e
office. Forty -five to sixty is moderate, and that is normal
conversation. At the hearing, I did have a do simeter, which
measures noise levels, and the level varied in the hearing from
6 0 t o 70 d e c i b e l s . Lo u d i s 7 0 t o 8 0 , an d t h a t c a n b e a c i t y
street noise. V ery loud is above 90. T hat could be a car horn
a t f i v e me t e r s a wa y . A su s t a i n ed no i s e a b o ve 9 0 de c i be l s ca n
cause hearing d amage . And if you' re over 110 decibels, that
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