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SENATOR PREISTER: Thank you , N r . President, members of the
body. I wou l d l i ke t o see t he t i r e pr ob l e m j u s t g o a w ay . But
like tires on vehicles, it just keeps rolling along. And every
year we revisit it, and every year we tinker with it, and every
year we make changes that we hope will improve the process.
That's a part of our process. We have done good things. We
have had successes. We h ave cleaned up a lot of tire piles.
But we' re not all the way there yet. And we do keep...continue
to generate new tires. And those new tires wear out, and then
w e have to find a way to dispose of them. And we try to do i t
the best that we can. Th e committee has worked on this issue
year, after year, after year, and we likely will continue to
work on i t on i nt o t he f ut u r e . The i nt er i m s t u d y t h a t w e w i l l
be doing I think will be a very comprehensive one, as Senator
Connealy was talking about, and as Senator Schrock has already
coaanitted to, as have the rest of the ccernittee members. We can
look at what's being done and what's successful in other states.
We can i n c o r p o r a t e so m e t h i ng s . We a l so h av e s o m e l i mi t a l i o n s .
But we w ill con tinue t o work through the committee. We will
cont inue t o w o r k w i t h a l l of t he var i o u s s t a k e h o l d e rs , t he S ta t e
Recycling Association, as well as e ach o f th e i ndividual
businesses that are work ing to contribute t o t he solution.
Sometimes those folks don't always see our component and what we
do in mak ing t h e l a w s i n t r y i ng t o he l p t he m , a s b e i n g he l p f u l .
S o I p l edge t h at we wi l l cont i n u e w o r k i n g w i t h t ho s e g r o u p s .
DEQ will continue working with those groups, as I have asked and
a s t h e y h a v e sa i d t h ey wo u l d . An d t h e com m i t t e e i s wi l l i ng t o
do that . We ' re tr ying to work tog ether collectively with
everyone for the best interest of the programs, the b est
i nterest o f rec ycling, and the best interest of the state. To
that end, I thank Se nator Sch rock fo r h is e ffo rts in the
leadership role he's played on this issue. S ometimes, as a
comnittee Chair, he's taken heat. Sometimes it's not been
deserved, and sometimes he has been understood in his motives.
B ut he has done a good job. The o ther senators, Connealy a n d
Cunningham an d NcD onald, h ave al so worked to represent their
constituents very well, to advocate for their constituents and
to try and seek a workable, agreeable solution to the problem.
So there have been m any m ee tings. I thank each o f thos e
senators, a s well as D EQ, for the role that they have played.
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