
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 46Nay 1 , 2 00 3

establish the programs. There is an A bill which follows after
t hat a p p ro p r i a t e s t h e m o n ey. Am I b e i ng r e sp o n s i v e ?

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: We l l , I ' m j u s t wo n d e r i n g . I t ' s g o i n g t o t a ke
some time to establish the programs and to start...put them in
p lace and t o a c tu a l l y be s p e n d in g t he mo ne y . And I ' m j u s t
wonder i n g i f we ' r e n o t co l l e c t i n g a n awf u l l o t o f mo n e y , l i k e I
s ay, $3 million, when practically speaking it would not be
reasonably spent for maybe a year from now . I was just
wondering what kind of time line you foresee in this scenario.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: W e ' r e . . .all of that was considered, I don ' t
m ean s a t i s f ac t o r y t o you , bu t wh a t I ' m sa y i n g i s w e ' ve t a l ke d
about i t . The cou n c i l i s go i ng t o pr oc eed a s expe d i t i ou s l y as
possible to establish something that we' re literally years and
years an d yea r s behi n d . We ' ve neve r spent . . .w he n we say
$3 million, these times and any times, when we say $3 million,
yes, that's an awful lot of money. B y t h e same token, when
you' ve spent $500,000 up t i l l now and hav e t he adver se
consequence that we have of incarcerating, we have to go out and
establish these programs, contract with these private providers,
and get these people into the treatment. So all of that has to
happen before the Legislature can next convene and...

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: We l l , my . . . t o ge t . .

SENATOR BRASHEAR: .. .apply its.. .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: To get to the nub of the issue, what would
happen i f w e w o u l d t ake a mi l l i on dol l ar s and put i t i nt o
General Funds between now and the 1st of January? W hat would be
t he r e s u l t o f a n a ct i on l i k e t ha t ?

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Senator Wehrbein, I'm not going to stand here
a nd p r e t e n d t h a t I kn ow . I ' m . . . I do n ' t h a ve t h a t k i n d o f
exper t i s e . I c an ' t t e l l y o u wh a t wou l d ha p pe n . I a l so
c an' t . . . I c a n ' t t e l l y ou t ha t i t wo u l d b e wr o n g a nd I ca n ' t t e l l
y ou i t wou l d be r i ght . I can t el l you t hat I wou l d p u r s u e
t r y i n g t o g e t a n an sw e r t o t h a t qu e s t i on , an d I wo u l d c ou n s e l
with you or any ot he r s i n t hat r ega r d . I don ' t hav e a c r y st al
b al l .
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