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seriousl y w ha t i t i s t hat t he y ' r e d o i n g . No w , t h e y ma y d i s l i ke
the ALR prog ram. They may dislike the fact that the Attorney
Genera l bu c ks i t t o t hem . Bu t t h e y ar e n o t g e t t i n g b a ck a t t he
Attorney G e n e r a l. They ' r e n o t get t i ng b a c k a t w h o ever pu t t he
ALR program in place. They are telling the Legislature that we
are going to b ind you t o go al ong with our irresponsible
u nju s t i f i e d w ay o f b i l l i ng t he s t a t e . Th ey ca n a t t em p t t o g e t
anything from us they want to. Se nator Combs, a person could
come to the Claims Board and say, I was walking down the street,
and I l oo k e d a t t he f ac e o f a bui l di n g, a n d I saw a s t at ue on
i t , a nd i t ' s a s t a t e bu i l d i n g , a n d i t l o o ke d l i k e t h e se p eo p l e
were n u de . And b e ca u s e I wa s l oo k i ng a t t h a t s t a t u t e , I v ee r e d
off the sidewalk and was hit by a car, and I want the state to
pay al l m y b i l l s f or m y i n j ur i es , I wa n t t he m t o pay f o r pa i n
and suf f e r i n g , a n d e v e r y t h i n g e l s e . Wel l , t hey cou l d br i n g t hat
claim, but it would be denied. A person can file any lawsuit in
court he or sh e c hooses. B ut if it's frivolous, it will be
thrown out. So judges can use any methodology they choose. And
if the Legislature goes along with it, that's what will
be...that's what will happen. But if the Legislature, or the
committee whose j o b i t i s t o s i f t t hr ou g h t h i s s t uf f , dec i des
that it was not handled in a way that accords with our
responsibility in disbursing taxpayers' money, we will not grant
it. And that person can take action in any other form that he
o r s he mi g ht t h i nk i s ava i l ab l e . But her e ' s w h a t w e h av e a l s o
done. Some claims that had been denied by the Claims Board, we
have looked at it, lis tened to what was presented to us, and
decided t h a t , w el l , t hi s c l ai m d o e s h ave mer i t , and w e w i l l pay
it. It is not as easy as it might seem to handle these claims
if you take this seriously. So if anybody on the floor had seen
a long list, as you see here, of no...'MA' could be no answer.'
And every single case is the exact same dollar amount, and you
know that the exact same amount of time is not taken, this is
not acceptab l e . Sena t o r N i n e s m i gh t t u r n i n h i s r ei mbu r s ement
for $1 ,000. And I s ay, say, hran, that's what I'd like to get,
s o I wr i t e d o w n $ 1, 0 0 0 .

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR CHANBERS. And they say, well, Ernie, why are you d o i ng
t hat ? I s ay , we l l , y ou g a v e Se n a t o r Ni ne s t ha t mu c h . T he y sa y ,
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