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side showed the finances to be fa r i n ex cess of what the
compensation was for.. .

SPEAKER BROMM: T ime.

SENATOR D. PEDERSON:

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Pederson. Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr . Speaker and members of the Legislature, I
can understand Senator Don Pederson speaking for the county
attorney in the district that he represents. But this is t he
Legislature. T hese judges could not tell anybody that they can
compel the Legislature to violate its own principles because the
court said to do so. A court can interpret the s tatute a
certa i n wa y, but t hat doesn ' t mean t he cou r t i s pr ope r l y
interpreting it. We have a responsibility as a Legislature when
we disburse f u nd s t h a t a r e pr o v i d e d b y t axpa y e r s . And i f a
count y a t t o r n ey i s so b u sy t h a t he ca n n ot t e l l t he amo u n t o f
time it takes him to handle a case, that's his decision. Th is
i s n ot som e t h i n g t hat j us t pop p e d u p a l l o f a sud d en . Ot he r
county attorneys have complied. Maybe the judges out there told
these county attorneys, tell the Legislature to go take a jump
in the lake, because I said they' ve got to pay you this amount,
and based on what I say, and I am an imperial judge, I am an
i mperious j udg e, I am g o d i n t h i s cou r t r o om, w i t h ou t r ea l i z i ng
that his jurisdiction does not include the Legislative Chamber.
Continu in g wi t h what t he j udge p r oba b l y t ol d t h i s count y
atto rney : t h e y w i l l g i ve y o u w ha t I say t he y ' l l g i ve you ; you
don't have to keep...you don't have to document anything. You
know what I' ve seen the Supreme Court of this state do, and I' ve
seen federa l c o u r t s d o , w hen a l a w ye r woul d s u bmi t a bi l l f or
attorney's fees? The court would analyze it and say, no, you' re
not entitled to this, you' re not entitled to that. A nd the
court n e ve r s a i d , yo u ' r e l y i n g. I t ' s j us t t hat what you a r e
try in g t o c l a i m t h i s f ee fo r is some t h i n g y o u ' re no t go i n g t o be
reimbursed for. We as a Leg i slature cannot be ordered by a
court to give some money where we don't think there is a ba si s
for it. An d if this county attorney wants to establish the law
on the subject, let the county at torney at tempt to sue the
Legislature, and see what cour t is g oin g to orde r the

.the county attorney. Thank you.
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