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SENATOR VRTISKA: I j u s t r o s e i n o r de r t o s ay t h a t I wa n t t o
agree with Senator Chambers' amendment, because I think it takes
care of something that we' ve been bothered with, and that' s
taking care of those people who have claims. And by the way,
some of those claims are carried over from last year, because we
w ere hav ing a di f f i cu l t t i me j us t i f y i n g . And w e h a v e s i n c e b e en
furnished al l of t h e h ours that were provided by those
a ttorneys, the time that they spent. And so the co mmittee h a s
decided those claims should be paid, some of them for last year,
s ome o f t hem f or t hi s yea r . And so t her e f o r e , I ' m s u p p o r t i n g
Senator Chambers' amendment. Thank you.

SPEAKER BRONN:
Pederson.

SENATOR D . PEDERSON: Thank you , Nr. Speaker, members of the
Legislature. The reference has been m ade to L inc oln Co unty.
And there are a substantial number of claims that were claimed
last year in connection with Lincoln County. I think that the
amount of t he se var i ou s c l ai ms i s somet h i n g i n excess o f
$18,000. Now , the comm ittee has req uested t ha t certa in
documentation be submitted to it. So how did the $18,000 occur?
We go back to the statute that sets up this administrative law
ruling. And that is 23-1201, which says that the county
attorney may be directed by the Attorney General to represent
the state in these matters. And the law goes on to say that the
county attorney shall be paid for legal services in connection
with t h i s . I ndi v i dual coun t y a t t or ne y s , i n t he case of
Winter v. De artment of Notor Vehicles, county attorneys cannot
re use to represent t e Attorney General in these matters. So
what we have is, in Lincoln County, we have two judges who have
set ground rules on how the compensation shall be made to the
county attorney for representation in these matters. They set a
fee of $500 per instance. The county attorney has been notified
by me ..because I found yesterday that the committee was n ot
going to go along with the documentation that was submitted by
the Lincoln C ounty at torney. And the reaso n that the
documentation requested was not submitted as requested by the
committee, is that that was not the criteria by which the claim
o f t h e c ou n t y a t t o r n ey w a s su b m i t t ed t o t h e d i s t r i c t j u dg e . The
district judge makes a determination as to what fee is going to

Senato r Do nThank y ou , Se n a t o r Vr t i sk a .
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