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SPEAKER BROMN: Senator Chambers, you' re recognized to open.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: N r . Speaker, members of the Legislature, in
order not to get into a p o sition o f hav ing to rear ange my
p apers i n mi d - p r e se n t a t i o n , I t r y t o wr i t e i t a l l do wn i n s i d e m y
head. This is an am endment which is designed to deal with a
problem that surfaced. We were given various claims by coun ty
attorneys for work they had done on the ALR, that admxnistrative
license revocation. Every body w h o submits a claim that they
want to be paid will give documentation for that claim t o show
that we ought to pay it. When there have been suits lost by the
state, the Attorney General's Office would say, this claim is to
b e p a i d . Th e co u r t h a s s a i d t h a t t h e l i t i g a n t h a s wo n . Bu t we
would get all of the paperwork. We had county attorneys who
would just put in a claim and say, case number one, $500; case
number two, $500. Over a period of time, dating b ack to last
session, these co unty attorneys were notified that if they did
n ot give documentation, meaning the number of h ours tha t the y
worked and how they billed, the claim was not going to be paid.
We are a separate branch of government as a L egislature. We
control the purse strings. And even if a judge says, do it this
way, we are going to be fiscally responsible and we are going to
have documentation for any claim that we pay. Even as members
of this Legislature, if we take a trip or do anything for w hich
we' re r e i mb u r s e d , we cannot just write a n ote and say, I'm
Senator so-and-so, I did this, and it cost so much and so m u ch;
give me the money. No , yo u have to document, or you' re not
g oing to get reimbursed. Many of the county attorneys, most o f
them, in fact, did document. Every county attorney who gave us
the documentation is included in this package that I'm o fferin~
as an amendment to be reimbursed, or to have the claim paid. I
d id n o t l o ok . . .a n d I wa s t h e mo s t c r i t i c a l . I d i d n o t l o o k a t
the number of hours, how they billed per hour, or anything like
t hat A ll that we had demanded as a c o mmittee wa s th at the y
g iv e u s t h i s d o cu me n t a t i on , a n d n o t j u s t a f l a t nu mb e r o f
dollars. So what you have before you is a listing of ev ery
county attorney, and the amount of his or her claim which will
be paid as a result of this amendment. I don't know of anything
else to say to make it clearer. So that is what this a mendment
c ons i s t s o f . And i t wi l l come t o a t o t a l o f $ 19 , 0 0 0 , o r
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