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these k i n d s o f t h i n g s . Th a t ' s a l l . Tha n k y ou , Mr . Pr e s i d e n t .

S ENATOR CUDA BACK : Thank you , Sen ator Ma xwell . Senato r
Cunningham.

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: Thank you, Senator C udaback an d mem bers.
Well , I ' m o n t he He a l t h Co mmi t t ee a nd I , un f o r t u n a t e l y , h a d t o
vote to put this bill out. It was a very tough decision. But
just to tell you a little bit about where I am, I haven't spoken
on the budget at all to this point. I 'm a conservative senator.
I didn't think I would vote for tax increases, but the severity
o f ou r p r ob l e m s t h i s y e a r i s l e av i n g m e no o t h e r ch o i ce . Ri g h t
now, if we take the Appropriations Committee recommendations as
it is, we' ve got a $350 million or so p r o blem. A nd I 'm not
prepared to vote for that large of a tax increase. Yet, on the
other hand, I cannot see another way. I f I don't vote fo r it ,
i t ' s go i ng t o h i t e du c a t i o n m or e , an d I ' m n o t p r e p a r ed f o r t ha t
either. So I guess where I am right now, I'm looking for more
cuts i f we can f i nd t he m . I ' m t r y i ng t o do eve r y t h i n g I can t o
n ot a d d a ny t h i n g b a c k i n o r o n t o t he Ap p r o p r i a t i o n s Com m it t ee ,
any extra money. It ' s going to be a very, very tough cut, I
realize that, but we' re going to have to bite the bullet
s omewhere. Th a n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Cunningham. Th ere are no
further lights on, Senator Kruse. You' re recognized to close on
y our a mendment , A M 1 6 1 7 .

SENATOR KRUSE: M r . Pr esident an d mem bers, t h ank yo u . I
appreciate the discussion and your thought on this, and I must
s ay I don't mind putting you on the hook. We ' re all on t h e
hook. Jus t want to share it with everybody. The cuts that we
are making, many of them do not go away. If you vote to retain
this cut, it doesn't go away. The costs don't go away. Those
that are ill continue to get ill, and those that need h o spitals
wil l have t o go th er e . At t he sam e t i me , w e a r e f ac i n g a ver y
heavy cos t o f t r y i ng t o con t i n u e g o v e rnment , a n d I am e s p e c i a l l y
sensitive to that. I deal with a lot of folks that have trouble
d eal i n g wi t h t h a t , s o I ' m n o t g o i ng t o t e l l a ny bo dy ho w t o d o
it. I would suggest to you, however you vote on this, you' re
rolling the dice. And maybe I' ll just leave it there.
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