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we' re told that this should be an easy cut. I don't think i t ' s
a n e a s y c u t . I ' m n o t g o i ng t o t e l l y ou h o w t o v o t e on i t . I ' m
j us t t e l l i ng y ou t h a t ' s t h e cu t . I t ' s b e f o r e u s . I p l a ce i t
there in amendment so that you decide. If you vote yes, you' re
t ak i n g b a c k o ne $ 5 . 5 mi l l i o n i n c u t s t h a t we h av e m a d e. I f y o u
v ote n o , y ou a r e v o t i ng t o t r an s f e r t o t h e co u n t i e s wh a t e v e r i t
i s t ha t t ho s e h o s p i t a l a n d p h y s i c i a n b i l l s and emer g e nc y r oom
bills will be. Green, the state pays $5.5 million; red, the
c ounty pays a t l ea s t $7 m il l i on . You de c i d e .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T ha n k y o u , Se n a t o r Kr u s e . Yo u ' v e h e a r d t h e
opening o n A M 1617 , o f f e r e d b y Se n a t o r Kr u s e t o L B 4 11 . Op e n f o r
d iscu s s i o n o n t h a t ame n d m e nt . Se n a t o r St u t h m an , f o l l o w e d b y
Senator Jensen. Senator Stuthman.

SENATOR STUTHMAN: Tha nk you, Mr. Speaker and m embers o f the
b ody . I h av e a co up l e o f q u e s t i o n s t h a t I h a v e o n t h i s a n d I ' m
n ot t o t a l l y c l ea r . On t h i s a men d ment , i s t h i s ame n d ment o n l y t o
deal w i t h t h e Ri b i c o f f , a n d t h o se a r e t he p eo p l e t h a t ar e f o r me r
s tat e w a r d p r og r a m , o r i s t h i s f o r a l l l o w- i n co m e p e o p l e ? And I
would probably direct my question to Senator Kruse or to Senator
Jensen .

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Se n a t o r Kr u s e , wou l d y o u r e sp o n d ?

S ENATOR KRUSE: Ye s , I wi l l . Th i s wo u l d b e f o r a l l l ow - i n co m e
people. The form er foster care amount to 12 to 13 percent of
the total.

SENATOR STUTHMAN: O kay. Th ank you. A lso in the comments they
s aid t ha t , you kno w , i f we w o u l d n ' t do t hi s , t hey w o u l d e n d u p
on the county general assistance program and would be a burden
to the co unty wel fare program, but I realistically think that
these people would hav e the ability to go to the heal th
departments that are established in the area, that were created
in the last several years, and now in Platte C ounty, C o lumbus,
we have t he com munity h e alth de partment also and we are
ins t a l l i n g i n t h a t he a l t h d e p a r t m en t a d e n t a l ar e a . S o wo u l dn ' t
t hese p e o p l e b e a b l e t o g o t o t h a t a r e a f o r t h e i r a s s i s t an c e a n d
n ot b e a bu r d e n o n t o t he co u n t y ?
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