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as I r e ca l l . So I a m go i n g t o t a l k a b ou t t he bi l l . Th i s ha s t o
do with the Vietnam War, a definition of veterans of Vietnam War
area . Th i s a dd s ve r y imp o r t a n t c l a r i f i ca t i on and I am g oi ng t o
read some. . .for some corrments that I h ad subm itted: Severa l
years ago the fede ral Vet erans Ad m inistration e x panded the
Vietnam War d a t e s f r om Augu s t 5 , 1 96 4 , t o May 7 , 19 7 5 , t o
February 28, 1 961, thr ough May 7 of 1975, but added only those
who serve d i n t he Repu b l i c o f Vi e t na m f or t he pe r i od o f
February 28, 1961, to Augu st 5, 1964. This was done to
recognize those who served in an advisory capacity in V ietnam
prior to the actual Vietnam War dates. Two years ago, Nebraska
statutes were changed to conform to t he f e deral definition b y
e xtendin g t he e l i gi b i l i t y da t e ba ck t o t he Feb r u a r y 2 8 , 1 96 1 ,
but i t f a i l ed t o a l so l i mi t e l i g i b i l i t y a t t ha t t i me t o t hose
who served in t he Republic of Vietnam. This was called to the
attention of H 6 HS w hen t h e Veterans Adm i nistration d e nied
per diem reimbursement for a recently admitted resident of one
of our veterans' homes. This person had served in the m i litary
between ' 61 and '64, but did not serve in Vietnam. When a
veteran meets all of the fede ral defi nitional r e quirements,
federa l Ve t e r a n s Admi n i s t r a t i o n wi l l p ay hi s or he r me di c a t i on
costs and will pay H & HS a per diem for the care received in a
veterans' home . And w ithout these changes in this bill, the
state will be required to accept veterans for homes. We will
receive neither the VA per diem nor payment for their medication
by t he V A. And s o t h i s i s a f i n a n c i a l i ss u e . By c h an g i ng t h i s
definition, it will help the state meet it s ob l igations u s ing
federa l f unds , a nd I wi l l u r g e y ou r a dop t i o n o f t h i s b i l l . And
as I s a i d , t he am e ndment, I b e l i e v e , i s on l y t he E c ' au s e whi ch
I assume you' re ready to take up.

SPEAKER BROMM PRES IDING

SPEAKER BROMM : Thank you , Senator Wehrbein. Mr . Cl erk, is
there an y t h i n g f ur t he r ?

CLERK: Mr . Pre sident, th ere a re Gove rnment, M il itary an d
Veterans A f f a i r s C o mmit t e e a mendments .

SPEAKER BROMM: The Chair recognizes Senator Schimek to open on
the commit te e a mendments .
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