
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 7 9 8Apri l 3 0 , 2 0 03

or whatever? And a t t h i s po i nt i n t i me w e s a y n o . Yes , i t ' s
going to healthcare and that's outstanding and I hope we never
change that, but as fa r as put ting dollars into smoking
prevention and cessation, without this there's none. And we
used to have, when we had the grant program, we e ven had some
grants that would even help minorities and other groups with
t hei r t o b a c c o ce s sa t i o n , a nd t h a t ' s d o ne no w t o o . An y t h i n g
e lse ?

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator, thank you very much for that piece of
history. So I think when that comes up for discussion there are
going to be s ome people who want the money spent for tobacco
cessation, particularly because we' re g oing to a ppear to be
totally h ypocritical t o have t aken all o f this tobacco
sett l e ment money and u sed i t fo r t h i s , t hat and t he ot he r t hi ng ,
a nd we d i dn ' t . . .n o t u s i n g a n y o f i t t o so l ve t he p r o b l e m o f t ee n
smoking and smoking, which makes no sense. And secondly, I
don' t t hi nk th e r e ' s any t h i ng wron g wi t h t ak i ng i t out o f t he
Cash Reserve Fund at all at this point in time. A nd , Senator,
how m u c h t i me d o I h a ve l e f t , b e ca u s e I wan t t o t a l k ab o u t t h e
Cash Reserve Fund a little bit more?

SENATOR SCHIMEK: You have about a minute and 30 seconds.

SENATOR BEUTLER: We l l , l e t me f i t i t i n t o a mi nu t e a n d 30
s econds t h en .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Bu t y ou r l i g h t i s o n n e x t , Se na t o r .

SENATOR BEUTLER: But the point is this. We have the 3 percent
Reserve Fund. It's $150 million. We will have that next time
around no matter what, in the next two years. Plus, we have the
rainy day fund, which right now u nder t he A ppropriations
Committee program is going to be 110 or so million dollars at
the end of the two-year period. A ra iny day fund, rainy day
means you save the money so you can spend it during the ra iny
days. Th a t ' s t h e who l e p o i n t o f i t . So wh e n we c om e a l o n g a n d
i t ' s p ou r i n g a n d t h e r e i s t h i s e n o r m ou s st o r m an d we sa y , we
d on' t w a n t t o t ak e $ 3 mi l l i o n o u t o f t he Ca s h Re s e r v e Fu n d , wh a t
good is the Cash Reserve Fund? So we can save it for when times
are good so governors will grab it and give it back to taxpayers
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