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that I w an t to m ake for this project. And I prefer not to do
that on the veterans home as well. But I do view that a little
difterently somehow. So I would just say that. I think I will
probably not vote to advance the bill. Thank you.

S ENATOR SCH I N EK : Thank you, Senator Bromm. (Visitor~
introduced.) Senator Wehrbein, you' re recognized to speak.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN : Thank y ou , Madam Speaker, members . I ju st
r emembered t h e r a t i o n a l e . Some t i me s , l a t e n i g h t s , y o u f o r g e t
t he r a t i o n a l e i n t he h e a t o f t h e mo m e nt . Th e r e a so n t ha t we
used the Cash Reser ve Fun d in this case is becau se a
y ear...last...in the special session, w e took cig arette t a x
money and put it in t h e Cash Reserve Fund. So the rationale
was, since the cigarette tax money is going in the Cash Reserve,
i n order to follow t hrough on ou r comm itment p r eviously t o
smoking cessation, w e use some o f t hat cigarette tax money.
That was the r ationale a bout 8 :0 0 a coup le of wee k s ago .
(Laugh ) Wh e t he r i t ' s go o d t o d a y , I d on ' t k n ow . Bu t we f e l t we
had a comm i ssion...a comm itment to smoki ng cessa tion.
Long-term...it's a long-term payback. Senator Jensen could make
those ca s e s be t t e r t h an I . We ' re t r y i n g t o d o s ome t h i n g a b ou t
Medicaid. This is...costs... some o f t h i s wi l l c ome b a ck t o u s
i n t h e g en e r a t i o n s t h a t f o l l ow u s . Bu t ou r r a t i on a l e wa s , t h a t
night, as I remember now, that the cigarette tax money had gone
into there; it was not inappropriate to take two cents back out
each year, two cents e quivalent, and put it into smok ing
cessat i on . Now, you c a n d o w i t h t he b i l l wh a t y o u w a nt. And I
would encourage you, if you' re not going to vote to advance the
b i l l b e ca u s e o f t h a t i s su e , t h e n l e t u s ame n d o u t . . .o r , t he p a r t
that you don 't want, so that we can keep our commitment to the
veterans home. I will fight very hard for that veterans home in
O maha. And that's the way I think is the most efficient way t o
transfer, because we can keep money in the Cash Reserve just as
long as we possibly can, perhaps up to t hree to f our years
before it's needed, rather than to swamp our General Fund to the
degree we have to if we ...in order to keep our comnitments.
Because we don't know exactly when that veterans fund...veterans
bui l d i n g . . .o r , ho me , w i l l s t a r t , and a s i t phas e s t h r o u gh . So
the Cash Reserve Fund provides us that cash flow. So if that' s
the case, then I'd urge, let's separate it out, if this becomes
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