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problem this fund is having. And guessing to the future, we
didn't.. .we've allocated it to mental health, we've allocated it
to a number of other public health, a number of other important
areas that now are dependent on that funding. So either we have
to take away from them to put this money from this fund... and
that will come up on the next bill, in a bill a few down on the
list...or we have to take it from the General Fund or the Cash
Reserve. The committee took the avenue of the Cash Reserve for
this piece, same as the Governor took the issue to Cash Reserve
for the veterans home as his suggestion that we would take a few
things from the Cash Reserve but not very much. And that's how
we got there. But to go to the tobacco settlement money for
this purpose, at least in our discussions in committee and the
information we were presented, we're not going to be able to do
that and sustain it with the current amount of return we're
getting on those investments. Remember, this is a trust fund of
sorts, where we're spending the interest, not the principle.
There's some leftover change. The committee felt we couldn't
start committing that leftover change this year, because we're
going to be in the same boat two years from now, when we can't
take big chunks of money that are just kind of leftover money,
not coming from the interest on the fund. So we should have
done it that way probably. There were a lot of other pressures
to do it differently. Remember that when we. ..

SENATOR SCHIMEK: One minute.

SENATOR THOMPSON: ...first started the trust fund, it was the
first year I was in the Legislature, Senator Jersen and 1 were
on the committee, Senator Wesely was the Chair. We set up the
fund not knowing if there was ever actually going to be
settlement funds coming in. And we started it with the IGT
funds. And some of these programs got started out of those
funds, which came from a way nursing home costs were being
billed. And we used it for a variety of health care purposes,
to get the fund started. Once those funds went away, then we
moved to the main bill, LB 692, that divided up the big pot.
Now we don't have as much as we had hoped to have in the fund.
And I don't think when we get to that discussion, that we'll be
able to fund this particular piece from that tobacco settlement
money, at least at this point in our history Thank you.
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