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p rob le m t h i s f u n d i s h av i ng . And gu e s s i ng t o t h e f u t u r e , we
d idn ' t . . .we' ve a l l o ca t e d i t t o me n t a l h e a l t h , we ' v e a l l o ca t e d i t
to a number of other public health, a number of other important
areas that now are dependent on that funding. So either we have
to t a k e a w ay f r o m th e m t o p u t t h i s mon e y f r om t h i s f u nd . .and
t ha t wi l l co me up o n t h e n ex t b i l l , i n a b i l l a f e w d own o n t h e
list...or we have to take it from the General Fund or th e Cas h
Reserve. The committee took the avenue of the Cash Reserve for
this piece, same as the Governor took the issue to Cash Res erve
f or t h e v e t e r a ns ho m e a s h i s sug g e s t i o n t h a t we wo u l d t ak e a f ew
things from the Cash Reserve but not very much. And that's how
we got there. But to go to the t obacco settlement m oney for
t h i s pu r p o s e , a t l e a st i n ou r d i s cu ss i o ns i n co m m i t t e e a n d t h e
i n f o r ma t i o n w e w e r e p r e s e n t e d , w e ' r e n ot g o i ng t o b e ab l e t o d o
that and sus tain it w ith th e current amount of return we' re
getting on those investments. Re member, this is a trust fund of
sorts, where we' re spending the interest, no t the principle.
There's some leftover change. The committee felt we couldn' t
start committing that leftover change this year, because we' re
going t o be i n t he sa me boa t t w o y e a r s f r o m now, when we c an ' t
t ake b i g c h u nks o f m o ney t h a t a re j u s t k i nd of l e f t over mon e y ,
n ot com i n g f r om t he i n t er e st on t he f un d . So w e s h o u l d h a v e
done it that way probably. There were a lot of other pressures
t o d o i t d i f f e r e n t l y . Reme mber t h a t wh en w e. . .

SENATOR SCHINEK: One minute.

SENATOR THOMPSON: ...first started the trust fund, it was the
f i r s t y e a r I was i n t he Le g i s l a t u r e , Se n a t o r J e r se n a nd I we r e
on the committee, Senator Wesely was the Chair. We set up the
f und no t know i n g i f t he r e was ever ac t ual l y goi ng t o be
settlement funds co ming i n. And we s tarted it with the IGT
f unds . An d s om e o f t he s e p r og r a m s g o t s t a r t e d o u t o f t ho s e
funds, which came fr o m a way nu rsing home costs were being
billed. And we used it for a variety of health care pu rposes,
t o g e t t he f u n d s t a r t e d . On ce t ho se f u n d s w e n t awa y , t h e n we
moved t o t he ma i n b i l l , LB 6 9 2 , t h a t d i v i d e d u p t h e b i g po t .
Now we don 't have as much as we had hoped to have in the fund.
And I d on ' t t h i n k wh e n w e g et t o t h a t d i s cu s s i o n , t h a t we ' l l b e
a ble t o f u n d t h i s p a r t i cu l a r p i e ce f r om t h a t t ob a c c o s e t t l em e n t
money, a t l e a s t a t t h i s p o i n t i n ou r h i s t o r y Th an k y o u .
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