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SPEAKER BRONM: Okay, and that is how much'P Do you know off..

SENATOR CHAMBERS: A t o t a l o f $188,000 fo r t he f i r st year ,
$192,000 for the second year, for a total of $380,000.

SPEAKER BRONN: Okay . Thank you . Members , I thi n k this
amendment and this part of the appropriations bill reflects how
far d o w n t h e A pp r o pr i a t i o n s C o m n i tt e e l o ok e d i n a n e f f or t t o t r y
to deal with ou r bud get p r oblem . T his is som ething t h at
probably if w e had a sked ourselves before the session started
are we going to be eliminating this par ticular coaanission, I
think most of us would have said probably not, that's probably
n ot g o i n g t o b e o n t h e r a d a r s c r e e n . I t so u nd s l i k e so me t h i n g
t ha t wou l d b e v e r y u n po p u l a r t o d o t o e l i mi na t e t h i s . some t h i n g
that would be difficult to do. So I think it i l lustrates that
everything, even these kinds of things which might in many days
in the past been considered somewhat safe programs, are not
necessarily going to continue. And I rise reluctantly to oppose
Senator Chambers' amendment. I' ve had an opportunity to look at
and speak with the three conanissions that they were proposing to
eliminate initially or reduce funding for, and I supported the
last amendment with regard to the other two commissions, because
I coul d f i nd s o me ve ry va l i d r ea s o n s, I t h i nk , f or cont i nui ng
t hose . An d I t h i nk t h a t t h ey wi l l b e mo n i t o r e d c l o s e l y i n t h e
next couple of years to see in fact if t hey are a cc omplishing
objectives for those that they represent. This one is harder to
identify, I guess, the difference in the quality of life that we
would have for women here in the state if we had the coamission
versus if we did not. A cou ple of weeks ago I wa s aske d to
speak to a young...not young, it was various ages, most of them
younger than I, a group of strictly b u sinesswomen, al l w o m en,
quite a cross-section and a fairly large group. And before and
a fte r t he pr o g r am , I spo k e w i t h s ev er a l o f t hem i nd i v i dua l l y
about this coaanission and I got the distinct sense that they
felt that if we need to make some cuts that we c ould live
without this comnission, at least from a standpoint of public
funding. It may... it very well may, this kind of activity may
continue in a very v ital way and a very healthy way through
other sources of funding perhaps. That could happen and I hope
it does because I think there would be more ownership and more
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