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before me, will increase trade between the United States and
Nexico while protecting workers' rights and helping Nexicans
become productive members of the Nebraska work force. His name
is Jose Cuevas. I hope I'm saying that right. And the Nexican
consulat e i n O maha i s b a s i c a l l y an ex t ens i on o f t he Nex i can
government in Nebraska. Nexican citizens can go there to access
many of services that they would find in their home country.
Our job i s her e to hel p t hem , a nd I t h i nk t ha t ' s gr ea t and I ' m
pleased t hat we have t ha t r i ght wi t hi n our st at e . Al so , I do
support and have watched the appropriation p rocess l o oking at
the commissions. I thi nk it's very worthwhile and I support
Senator Thompson's study to do that. And if we' re going to keep
the Nexican Commission, I really think that we ought to e xpand
that. We hav e c ertainly in Omaha and elsewhere. We have in
Columbus Guatemalans, Hondurans. W e have a large group of
Sudanese now in O maha and those people I think also need help
and ass i s t a nce i n i nt eg r a t i n g i nt o ou r so c i et y . And so I t h i nk
that i t wou l d b e a m uch b e t t e r ac t i v i t y fo r t h e s t a t e t o com b in e
some o f t he comn is s i o n s so t hat t hey can he l p n o t on l y t he
Nexicans, not only the...those...the Indian Affairs, but to help
al l o f t ho s e who ar e co m ing i n t o ou r soc i e t y , who ar e wo r k i ng
here, who are certainly a great, great part of our work force in
the construction industry as well as many other industries that
we have wi t h i n o u r s t at e . And so I t h i nk we ' d b e b e t t e r of f i f
we expanded the terminology, and I think really that's what
Senator Thompson was talking about in her resolution, that we
would t ake and l ook at al l of t he mi nor i t i e s , al l of t he
immigrant societies that have come into our state. I don't know
how I will vot e on the Chambers a m endment. I certai nly
understand that those people do need some help, but I think we
need to expand it beyond there to include many other groups in
our society. S o I c ertainly would support Senator Thompson's
resolu t i o n . Al so , I appr ec i at e what t he Appr op r i at i ons
Committee did do in trying to bring all this together. I know
when I speak at various groups, occasionally I' ll have with me
the book on boards and commissions, which you know is huge. And
Senator Schimek has worked in he r committee also to look at
those and see if those are all needed. And I do like th e fact
that we ha v e part icipation o f a great many of our citizens
within the boards, in the commissions; but, however, once you
start one it's really difficult ever to end that unless you put

5546


