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a balanced budget now and we ca n f urther unbalance it by
cont i r s i n g t o a d d t h i ng s i n . An d I g u e s s I j u s t wa n t e d t o
remind the body for future discussions this is something we have
to keep in mind or we' re going to find ourself deeper and deeper
in this troubled budget that we have, t his troubled fi nancial
situation that we find ourselves in. And so it's just a thought
that I think we have to keep in mind and be wary of where we go
to find more m oney or where we do find more money to b ri ng our
b udget i n t o b a l an c e . An d a g a i n r emi n d y o u t h a t I ' m no t s t a n d i n g
here oppo sing thi s par ticular a mendment, o nly ju s t as a
cautioaary move that we have to b e su re that we unde rstand,
e very t i me we p u t d o l l a r s b ac k i n , we f u r t h e r t h e p r o b l e m t h a t
we' re in right now. And with that, Nr. President, thank you.

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Tha nk you, Senator V r tiska.
r ecogn i z e s S e n a t o r Th o mpson .

SENATOR THCNPSON: T hank you, Nr. Lieutenant Governor. Nembers
o f t h e bo d y , j u s t wan t t o g i v e y ou a l i t t l e h i s t o r y o f so me o f
the discussions i n th e App ro priations Committee and some
thoughts that I ha ve . And I pa ssed out a d ra ft reso lut io n to
y ou t h a t I h av e i t r ea dy t o g o , b u t I wou l d we l c o m e a n y i np u t
befor e I wou l d f i l e t h a t . La st summe r , I s t a r t ed t h i n k i n g
a bout , a s I al way s do i n t he i nt er i m , y o u k n ow , i t ' s wh e n I
start thinking about the areas that I believe Nebraska should be
l ook i n g i n t o a n d t h i n g s t h a t mi g h t ne e d t o b e ch a ng e d an d
al t e r e d . I me e t wi t h pe o p l e a n d d i f f e r e n t g r ou p s . An d o n e o f
the issues that's troubled me for a long time is ho w we as a
state app r o a c h t h e i ssu e s o f t he mi no r i t y p op u l a t i on s a n d t h e
issues of our new immigrants when we have such a wide variety of
agencies dealing with those issues, and how we get to po li cy
formation and how we as a Legi slature get to those types of
issues that need to be brought to us and looked at from what I'd
say may be 50,000 feet above instead of right here on the ground
level. Those issues affect economic development, our Department
of Economic Development in work force issues; the Department of
Labor in work-related issues and complaints that we' ve had; the
Department o f E d u c a t i o n a s w e wor k w i t h popu l at i o ns t hat need
English as a second language, as well as other services in the
schools; the Department of Health and Human Services, which has
a minority h ealth d i vision; as well as others that work with
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