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o f t he s t a t e r ega r d i n g employment , a n d we ' ve a l r e ady s een t h a t
d eveloped he r e on t he f l oo r of t he Leg i s l at u r e w hen we t a l k e d
about the meat packing business an d the Gove rnor's an d the
legislators' effort to make that work environment more user
f r i end l y , i f you wi l l . I t hi nk t her e ar e go i ng t o be some
o ngoin g p r o b l em s t h e r e . Wi t h t h e I n d i an Co mmi s s i o n, I b e l i ev e
that they have very, very, very unique problems because of their
particular legal status and their sovereignty status, and t hose
are mult'pie issues that I believe are not going to be solved
a nyt i me s o o n . I ' m t a l k i ng ab o ut t ax a t i on i s su e s , I ' m t a l k i ng
about dispute." over who has charge of law enforcement, all kinds
o f t h i n g s t h a t I be l i e v e t h a t t h e I n d i a n Co mmi s s i o n c an h e l p
negot i a t e a n d b r i n g p e o p l e t o g e t he r o n s ome o f t ho s e i ss u es . So
I think it's important and it really w ill sav e u s a lot o f
headaches and probably a lot of money in the long run if we have
t hese cc eaniss i ons i n p l ac e . I don ' t t hi nk t he ne e d f o r t he m i s
going to go away anytime soon, and I thank Senator Chambers for
bringing this amendment. Thank you.

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Thank you, Senator Schimek. Chair would
recognize Senator Aguilar.

SENATOR AGUILAR: Tha nk you, Nr. President. Memb ers, I also
w ould l i ke t o t ha n k S e nato r C hambers f o r br i ng i n g t h i s f o r w a r d .
Speaking d i r e c t l y , you k n ow, t o t he M e x i c a n -Amer i can Conanission ,
as I stated in a letter to the App ropriations Ccxrinittee when
t hey we r e t a l k i ng ab o ut cu t t i n g t h e s e f u n d s , I sa i d , y ou k no w,
y ou need t o s i t i n my o f f i ce f or a wh i l e a n d mo n i t o r t he amo u n t
o f ph o n e c a l l s I get f r om L a t i n o s t h r o u ghout t h e s t at e . Si mp l y
because of my last surname, they choose my number first and hope
that they can get some help, and the majority of those phone
calls I get I refer to the Mexican-American Comnission, and
t hey' ve been ex t r e mel y hel p f u l in resolving a lot of th e
p roblems t ha t c ome f r o m t h r o ughout t h e s t at e . An d a l so s p e a k i n g
o f t he I ndi an Cce m i s s i on , I ' m s u r e t h a t t he i r age ncy d oes t h e
same thing. T hey have to field an enormous amount of phone
call s and a r e ve r y hel p fu l . The Hi sp a n i c p o p u l a t i o n , or Lat i no
if you prefer, is the largest growing minority population in the
s tate , a n d I t h i nk , you k n ow, w i t h a l ot o f t he n e w i mmig r a t i o n ,
you know, we as a state need to do what we can to welcome these
people and to have them make the necessary adjustments to become
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