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d eal wi t h t he M e x i c a n -Ameri can Commission , w h i c h f or ma l n ame i s
the Commiss i o n o n M e x ica n - A mer i c a n A f f a i r s . Wh a t t h i s ame n d ment
does is to reinstate funding for the second year. That amount
would be $ 1 95 , 585 , a d r o p i n t he bucke t . When we get t o
l i nes 1 4 t h r ou g h 1 7 , w e w i l l be t al k i ng a b ou t t he C omniss io n o n
I ndian A f f a i r s . We w o u l d r ei n s ta t e f un d i n g f o r t he se c ond y e a r ,
which currently is not the case for that commission. That
amount is $173,000. If you reinstated all of the money for all
three comnissions, it would come to a total of $753,000. I want
t o be v er y f or t hr i g h t a n d d i r e c t i n deal i n g w i t h my co l l eag u e s
this morning. The re i s greater support for restoring the
f unding f o r t he se c ond y ea r o f t he Mex i ca n - Amer i ca n C o mmiss i on
and the Indian Commission. There has been less willingness to
support r ei ns t a t i n g f un d i n g f o r t he Wo men' s Cc eaniss i on . The
d iscu s s i o n s t ha t I ' v e h a d wi t h p e op l e w ho a r e no t a n t i wo men h a v e
centered around the likelihood that money could be more readily
obtained from other sources to underwrite those programs,
individuals, organizations and groups, whereas with these other
t wo commiss i o n s i t i s h i gh l y u n l i k e l y , i n f a c t I wou l d s ay a
practical impossibility, for anything of substance to be done to
benefit them . So if you want to see what the total amount is,
let's say that for the Mexican-American Commission, instead of
$198,000, we make it an even $200,000 so it's easy for me. T he
Commission on I n d i a n A f f ai r s w o u l d b e $ 1 7 3 , 000 and some ch a n ge ,
so the tota l would be less than . ..well, i t wou ld be
$200. . . $ 3 7 3 , 0 0 0 , $ 3 7 3 , 0 0 0 . I f we cu t t h a t mo n e y , we do n o t h i ng
o f a n y c o n sequence t o ward b a l a n c i n g t h e b u d g et . I f we cut t hat
money, we do irreparable damage, in my mi nd, because we' re
casting to the wind groups who have no place else to turn. On
the other hand, by restoring this $373,000, we are not in a ny
way i m p ed in g t he ef f or t s t o ba l ance t he b u d g et. No r e t han
$373,000 will be frittered away and nobody will even know where
i t went . I do not bel i ev e t h i s m o ney c o u l d b e b e t t e r sp e n t . My
understanding is that we' re going to proceed to do something on
these comnissions, and that's all I' ll say now. Then, if
somebody else is going to speak, I will take...have a word with
Senator Wehrbein, or how much time do I have, Mr. President?

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: You have four minutes, Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: W h il e t h a t t i me i s r u n n i ng , I wa n t t o h a ve a
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