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now, and I don ' t think that's going to happen and I don' t, in
good conscience, think I can do that either. But on the other
hand, there are some very good reasons for doing something about
this issue. And I was just thinking to myself, I just read in
the paper recently that there were maybe 200 teachers in the
state of Nebraska that were riffed. N ow riffed means reduce o r
reduction in force, doesn't necessarily mean that those 200
teachers have been f;red, but they' re given notice in case they
need to be fired. We got public school teachers who are going
t o be w i t h ou t j ob s , who s e f ami l i es ar e ei t her go i ng t o be
w ithou t i nco me o r w i t h o u t p a r t of t he i r i nco me , who may have t o
move f rom t h e i r co aanuni t i e s. I j us t r ead a s t o r y about one
t eacher do w n i n a sma l l sch o o l i n t he sou t h e a s t e r n p a r t of t he
s tate who is a terrific dynamite science teacher, but she i s
going to move because other people in her school are being
released perhaps and it's just...it's becoming harder and harder
t o mai n t he q u a l i t y o f . . .ma i n t a i n t he qu a l i t y o f ed u ca t i on i n
that school. So I would ask each of you to think about, do you
have school teachers in your districts who are going to lo se
thei r j ob s be c a use we ' re c u t t i ng s t a t e ai d t o educ a t i o n ? Ma y b e
n ot. Maybe some of you are lucky and you' re not going to g o
through that, but others of you are, and there may be more than
one or two or three teachers who are going to lose their jobs.
Public education is our responsibility and we have a fabulous
education system in the state of N ebraska. I fee l for the
teachers in our state who have felt under so much pressure over
the last few years and are feeling even more pressure this year
because of the state of our budget and the uncertainty about it.
And I t h i nk a l o t o f t h e m h a ve h a d qu e st i o n s ab o u t w hy w e
haven't been dealing with the budget earlier, and I think most
of them have been educated in the process by now. But there's a
l o t of uncer t a i n t y out t he r e a n d a l ot of peop l e p u t t i ng of f
decisions until they know exactly what's going to happen to
them, and it's a really difficult situation for everybody. Not
only is it difficult for the teachers, it's difficult for the
a dminis t r a t o r s . I t ' s go i ng t o b e di f f i cu l t f or t he ch i l dr e n w h o
are going to be, instead of classrooms of 24 students, they' re
going to be 28 or there's going to be 30 or there are going to
be 32 students in tho s e cla ssrooms, an d their lea rning
s i tua t i o ns , t he i r l ear n i n g e n v i r o nment i s n ot go i ng t o be a s
good as it is now. We have a terrific school system in Nebraska
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