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SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes, thank you, Mr. President and members.
I'm not going to belabor this. This is the 1last time I'm

probably going to speak. But I did want to respond to a couple
of things. And, Senator Schrock, what you just said, I want to
respond to. I don't want to shut down private schools at all in

this state, either. But, you know, a lot of these schools do
have endowments and other kinds of funds from which they can
help fund some of these scholarships. I'm not saying all of

them do, and I don't know the financial status, but I am highly
suspicious that there are funds available if our funds are
withdrawn. I did say in the beginning that I think it would be
good to have some kind of a transition period in this, and maybe
we'll discuss that at some point. I don't know. The other
thing that I wanted to say, and, Senator Redfield, once again
you got me to turn on my light, the program sounds marvelous. I
mean, I certainly would like to encourage more of those kinds of
programs, both for the sake of the mother but also for the sake
of the child because the child's welfare is going to be better.
But there are a lot of wonderful programs out there in a lot of
different arenas that we don't fund because they're not state
programs. And I guess...in a way I guess this is being a little
hard-nosed, but I don't think that we can afford to keep funding
private educational institutions in any way when we can't fund
our public ones. I don't think it's right that a constituent in
my district, for instance, 1is going to be 1let go by the
University of Nebraska from the state museum program. I think
the state museum program is absolutely one of the treasures of
our state, and we're letting him go. If we could take some of
this money, maybe we could even help some of those kinds of
things from happening to our public institutions. So I've been
harping on this a lot longer than just when we're in a fiscal
kind of crisis, because I think it's the principle that matters
as much as the dollars that matter. But I've been saying for
some time now that there are things that we need to do that we
are not doing because we are spending money like this to help
private institutions. And in the ideal world, there would be
lots of money and there would be lots of ways to help programs
that aren't really state programs. But I don't think that we're
ever going to be in that position. So, thank you very much.
I'll give the rest of my time to Senator Chambers, if he would
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