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SENATOR SMITH: In any one of the schools?

SENATOR RAIKES: Yes. Any accredited...there's a list and I'm
sorry I can't give it to you, but it's a federal...again, the
basis for all this is eligibility for federal Pell Grants and
there are...there's a list of institutions in Nebraska that
qualify to receive or to educate students who are eligible for
these Pell Grants, and that is the list of schools. And the
list we gave yesterday, I think, is inclusive.

SENATOR SMITH: So 1f a school accepts a Pell Grant, they'll
accept this award? .

SENATOR RAIKES: Yes.
SENATOR SMITH: Okay. Thank you.
SENATOR RAIKES: Uh-huh.

SENATOR SMITH: I have not supported such an effort in the past,
but I truly believe that the budget times that we are facing
that this is a program that I believe, when we look at need and
bang for the buck, $2.133 million, I think, is the issue at
hand, the subject at hand, would be better off spent with
community colleges, for example. And I toss out that example
because there's increasing enrollment at those schools and it is
a more legitimate public function, and there are quality private
institutions 1in this state. And one thing that concerns me a
bit is how need is determined for college attendance and for
assistance, financial assistance, to students. I mean, when you
talk about people falling through the cracks of need established
mostly by the federal government in Pell Grant program and so
forth, there are a lot of students who incur a great deal of
debt simply because of the type of job that the parent might
have. Say, they don't have a lot of write-offs, and all of a
sudden they appear to be more wealthy, or they appear to be less
wealthy, on paper than is truly the case. And because of the
intricate nature of that, I truly believe that we can take...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

5502



