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s tudents . Th i s i s a her m e t i c a l l y sea l e d b o x i n w h i c h a r e f ound
only the private schools. The re are t hree need-based aid
programs. The private schools have access to a ll three; the
public schools only to two of them. So, for ease of reference,
let me say t h e p r o g r ams wi l l be A , B, and C, C s t andi n g f or
PEAP, whose to tal appropriation I want to cut. R ight now, the
private sc h o o ls w ho h a ve C a l l t o t hem s e lv es a l s o g e t mo n ey f r om
A and B. As a result of that, private schools get more than
5 0 pe r c en t o f t h e t o t a l amo u n t o f a i d ma d e av a i l ab l e , mo r e t h a n
50 percent. There is no way that the state should maintain a
program ex c l u s i v e l y t o ben e f i t pr i vat e sch o o ls a n d i t i s c l o sed
to any student who wants to go to a public school. T his money
is n o t g i ve n t o a st u de n t w ho h as ap p l i ed an d qu a l i f i e d fo r a i d
at some central location and, once that qualification ha s bee n
e stab l i sh e d , t he s t u d en t g e t s t h e mo n e y a n d g o e s t o g i ve i t t o
the school where he or s he said a t tendance w o uld tak e p lac e.
Money i s g i v e n ov e r t o t h o se i n s t i t u t i o n s s o , t o me , t h a t i s a i d
t o t ho se p r i v a t e s ch o o l s , I do n ' t c a r e ho w i t i s d e no m i n a t e d o r
characte r i z ed . Thi s bud ge t b i l l wh i ch y o u a l l ha v e a c c e p te d by
a dopt i n g t h e c ce a n i tt e e am e ndments , an d I d o n ' t k n ow w h a t y ou ' l l
d o w i t h i t l a t e r , b u t a s o f n ow y o u g a v e a v o t e i n f av o r o f
t hese co m m i tt e e am e ndments . I vo t e d n o , n o t t o t u r n my b a c k o n
or disparage the hard work that the Appropriations Committee has
d one . Th i s p r ob a b l y h a s b e e n o n e o f t h e mo s t d i f f i cu l t se s s i o n s
for the Appropriations Comnittee. I recognize that. A ft e r we
would finish w hat f or so m e people would be a hard day on the
floor h ere, the Appropriations Committee members h ad to leave
here and go continue their work. So this voluminous coaanittee
amendment, which has now become the bill, represents I d on' t
know how many hours of labor, how many gallons of tears shed
literally or figuratively. There would probably be enough blood
m ixed wi t h s weat t o gi ve i t t hat del i cat e , sal t y t as t e , Sena t o r
Friend. There would be enough blood, figuratively speaking, to
keep Dracula and his family alive for the rest of their life,
which will ne ver end. So this bill is a monument to that hard
work. Nevertheless, there is a part of it that I'm dealing with
now which I think is inappropriate. There is a portion of it
which I ' m de a l i ng wi t h la t e r t h a t I b e l i ev e t o b e i na p p r op r i a t e .
So I am o f f e r i ng am e n dment s t o t r y t o b r i ng t h e b i l l i n t o t h e
form t h a t I t h i n k i s mor e a pp r o p r i a t e . Se n a t o r Ra i ke s an d h i s
commit t e e , t h e Edu c a t i on Com m it t ee , h a s d on e a l o t o f wo r k t o
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