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d o that . Cou ld a pers o n ev e n inc rease th e am o unt tha t
was.. .goes from income tax, like LB 1059, to go back to the
schools , woul d b e a w a y t o sh i f t i t t o i nco me ? B u t a por t i on o f
our i n come tax d oe s a l s o g o t o t he st at e , a n d t h e n ou r s t at e ai d
is from income and sales tax, a combination of that. So I guess
I'm really a little fuzzy. And I like the idea, like Senator
B ourne sa i d , t h a t y o u ' v e b e e n t h i n k i n g o u t o f t h e b o x , b e c au s e
if we just accept everything the way it is and we don't like it,
why, t hen where d o y o u g o f r o m t h e r e ? B ut at l ea st w e c a n b u i l d
off o f w h a t y o u ' ve t r i ed t o d o, b ut I s t i l l l i ke wh at you ' r e

r ying t o a c c ompl i s h o n t he . . .

SPEAKER BROMM : One m inu t e .

SENATOR KREMER: .. .the unfunded mandates. And I know N o Child
Left Behind' in the.. .at the federal level is going to cost our
schools more money. I know the objective is w orthy, but then
some of these things become a real burden for our schools. S o
thanks again for working on this and I guess I still don't f eel
very co m f o r t a b l e how i t ' s . .. where the money is going to come
from if the cost per pupil is the same as it h as bee n in the
p ast . So t ha n k y o u .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Kremer. Senator Stuhr.

SENATOR STUHR: Th ank you, Mr. Speaker and members of the body.
I, too, want to thank Senator Maxwell for thinking o ut of the
box, o f g i v i n g u s a n o t he r i de a , b u t I wi l l not be sup p o r t i n g t he
proposal . I t h i nk t h i s i s a ver y hug e , hu g e i s su e . I f ee l ve r y
strongly that it needs to go through the legislative process so
that we can have a hearing and people then have the opportunity
and are more prepared, I believe, to discuss the bill in more
deta i l . We ' v e ha d a l i t t l e bi t o f a di scus s i o n o n what ' s been
happening to our schools as far as consolidation. Yes, we still
do have over 500 districts, but we do operate on a K through 12
system, a n d w e h a v e a r ou n d 2 2 6 K t h r ou g h 12 sy s t e m s. I d on ' t
know i f many o f you r ea l i ze t hat no t t oo m any y e ar s ag o we
actua l l y h a d o v er 7, 00 0 d i s t r i c t s i n t he st at e, so we ha v e ma d e
progress. We con tinue to make progress. W hat we have done,
since we' ve become and have had t o deal with the budget
shortfall, is to take away incentives to schools to sort of urge
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