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property va l ua t i on , a l l of yo u r i n c ome, put t h a t n umber t ogether
and tax it, the way I wo rk i t o u t in my bl ueprint is
1 .5 percent , t o g e t t h e b i l l i on a n d a h a l f w e ' d n ee d f or basi c
K-12 e d ucat i on . I am l ook i n g f o r more e f f i c i e n cy . I act ual l y
would keep the same amount of money i n K - 1 2 ed u c a t i o n t hat we
have now. I ' d r ear r a nge the way t ha t we a ppl y some of i t . I ' l l
be glad to engage in further conversation, if you want.

SENATOR KREMER: Okay , I know some of the problem and I' ve
served on the school board for 16 years and I know e verybody
comes in on to a school board has an agenda, thinking they' re
going to r e a l l y c u t d own the costs an d be mo re ef f i ci e n t and
everything, and you f i n d ou t t h a t a b out 7 5 p e r cent o f t h e b u dget
is salaries and we' ve had a real push to increase teachers'
salary , w h i c h p u t s a r e a l s t r a i n on t he s choo l s . And I ' v e
talked to some of the schools that are consolidated, which is a
goal, you know, t oo . But i t see ms l i k e I ' v e a s ked many of t hem
i f t he i r co s t p e r p u pi l h a s d e creased because of c onsol i d a t i o n .
Almost invar i a bl y t h e y say no . I t h i nk s ome o f t he adva n t ages
are c u r r ic u l um, you know, ava i l a b i l i t y a n d t h i ngs l i k e t h a t a r e
a goal f o r t h e c o nsol i da t i on . Som e t i mes schools ar e so sma l l
t hat t h ey r eal l y ca n not o f f e r a cu r r i c u l um tha t ' s g o od . B ut I
have a l i t t l e pr ob l e m when we j u s t t h i nk o f how w e c an f und i t
b y a di f fe r e n t f o r mula . I kno w our s c hool a i d f o r mula now i s a
complicated mess that nobody really likes too well. LB 1059 was
a goal t o t a k e s ome of t h e i n come tax . I t st ar t e d ou t I t h i nk
20 percent of your local income tax went to state and back to
t he county o r . . . i n o r de r t o g i v e pr op e r t y t ax r el i e f , and I
think our goal has been even in state aid and the levy coming
down to a d o l l a r h a s b een fo r p r o pert y t a x r el i e f . I f we ' r e
going to...and then what state aid is, is comes from sales and
income tax, and if we' re trying to get away from that, then
where else have you got to go besides back on property tax? If
y ou'd care t o a n swer t h a t .

SENATOR MAXWELL: Certainly, Senator. Let m e rem ind yo u, we
d on' t . . .we have a year to figure out how to do this. My view of
i t i s , I wo u l d s h i f t a b out t h r e e o r f o u r h u ndred mi l l i o n d o l l a r s
of the burden that's on property right now over on to income.

SENATOR KREMER: O k ay. Ok ay, and LB 1059 was kind of a goal to
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