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that i t d o es no t ge t a dopted, bu t I d o a p prec iat • y o ur « t l east
coming up with ideas and t hope you willi pucaue thia next veau'
t h>auph l'bio hearing p l ocoea and th tnpe o( t ha t n a t u r e hnh 1
don't wanl t o d l ecouiage you humain, t don' t t h i n k I h l i i e / he
beet i dea, bu t l d o a p p rec iate t h e t • I 't t ha t a t l eal t you ' r e
orat • a in' euggeetione t o t r y t o sol ve t h i I Thi e i l a h ug e
problem, i t ' e e i p n i t i c ant , and t d o a pprec iate you r wi l l i np nees
to t h i n k o u t • i de t h e b o x Thank you ,

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Bourne. Senator Raikes.

SENATOR RAIKES : Thank you , Mr . Speaker an d members of the
Legis l a t u r e . Sena t o r M axwel l , I ' m goi n g t o ap o l o g i z e i n ad v a nce
for this remark, but I want to encourage you. I assume you
figured out that it was cheaper to advertise in the Legislative
Journal than in the World-Herald, and so I would encourage you

I t h i n k y ou r i np u t o n t hi s i s cer t ai n l y val u a b l e a n d val u e d by
me. I woul d en c o u r age you t o i nt r o d uce a bi l l nex t sess i o n t o
have that appear before the committee. I can assure y ou we ' ll
schedule a hearing and these ideas can be evaluated, not only by
members o f t he commi t t e e bu t b y members o f t he p u b l i c , a n d f or
something as broad and far-reaching as what you seem to be
suggesting, I think that's the only appropriate thing to do. I
would t e l l y ou t h a t I wi l l , i n de f en se o f t h e me c h a n i s m we n ow
have in place, I know it's easy to criticize, it's an involved
construct, but it's sort of over a period of years the best we
could do to s ort of represent a consensus on policy regarding
e ducation or funding of K-12 education. N ow, we have had to
make some changes, but as you argue that that is a fault or an
i ndica t i o n o f w e a kness o f t he sy s t em, I w o u l d a r g u e t h a t i t i s a
strength; that the changes we have proposed in LB 540, for
example, are ones that are sensible. We' re in a tight situation
so we' re going to further restrain school spending. We' re going
t o , t her e f o r e, l ower t he t o t a l t ab f or t he cost of K- 12
education and, in addition, we' re going to have to co unt o n
l ocals, governments, local property tax payers to pay a
r elatively greater share. It 's not pa rticularly t asteful, I
wil l r ea d i l y ad mi t , bu t I t h i n k i t ' s some t h i ng t h a t we h av e t o
d o and i t ' s som e th i ng t h a t t h e f o r mu l a h a s a l l owe d u s t o d o .
The other thing, you mention the out biennium, certainly if you
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